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wages for their work from its launch in spring 2019 to 
June 2021 and had participants painting over 200 
columns in the SEPTA concourse along the Broad Street 
subway line, between City Hall and Walnut Street,  
as part of the Lovely Day project.

Our Philadelphia Fellowship for Black Artists was 
launched in FY21 with the goal of providing Fellows with 
financial stipends, artistic training, and networking and 
other forms of professional support key to the ability of 
Black artists to thrive. The Fellowship program grew 
directly from the need to support the community of 
Black artists in Philadelphia, which was greatly affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The second phase of the 
Fellowship program, sponsored by TD Bank, focuses on 
strengthening relationships between and among Black 
artists and communities across Philadelphia.

In response to the challenges faced by Kensington  
and Harrowgate communities, our Porch Light program 
developed the Trust Project to create a safe space for 
residents to reflect on their lives and their imagined 
futures. The reflections were captured into a community 
poem to celebrate their collective identity—their dreams,  
thoughts, memories, and observations—and incorporated 
into an art installation at Harrowgate Park.

The projects mentioned above are but a few of the major 
initiatives Mural Arts has embraced in order to support 
the beauty and resilience of Philadelphia’s diverse 
communities. We cannot ignore the challenges our city 
has faced this past fiscal year, but we hope the work will 
continue to open the doors of creativity and possibility, 
as we strive to create sustained change through art.

 
Warmly,

Jane Golden  
Executive Director 

Milton (Tony) Schneider 
Chair, Board of Directors

As we reflect on the events 
of the latter half of 2020  
and the first half of 2021,  
we cannot believe how 
much we have faced and 
overcome as a community.
But through the uncertainty of our first summer in a 
global pandemic and in solidarity with those fighting  
for racial justice, Mural Arts continued to create social 
change through artistic interventions.

The importance of the 2020 presidential election could 
not be overestimated, as voters sprung into action in a 
focused effort to protect their rights and livelihoods.  
In its second iteration, the To the Polls project sought  
to engage voters once more, this time at LOVE Park. 
Seven murals created by seven different Philadelphia 
artists outlined their reasons for voting and were 
displayed around the park.

Conrad Benner curated, in collaboration with a dedicated 
group of artists, a poster project aimed at “continuing to 
arm the electorate with creative tools to push for the 
policies they wanted to see in the world.” The project, 
First 100 Days, was made up of 13 posters expressing the 
artists’ stance on a policy issue or campaign promise that 
they wanted President Biden to address in his first 100 
days in office. These posters were ultimately acquired by 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA) to be archived in 
their permanent collection–the first-ever Mural Arts 
project to be accessioned by the PMA.

In its second year, Color Me Back became an established 
same-day work and pay program, supported by the City 
of Philadelphia and the Department of Behavioral Health 
and disAbility Services, and expanding into other parts of 
the City. This partnership with SEPTA and the City of 
Philadelphia saw over 740 participants receive daily 

Far left: Boat People © 2020 
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Claes Gabriel, 
47th Street and Woodland 
Avenue. Photo by Steve 
Weinik.

Left: Murals on the Move at 
Playstreets, 2700 North 
Judson Street, August 18, 
2020. Photo by Steve Weinik.
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143+
          public art projects $2.7

million invested in the 
creative economy 

25K
program and  
tour participants 

200+
artists employed

Left: Light of the Northeast  
© 2020 City of Philadelphia 
Mural Arts Program / Abdul 
Karim & Paul Santoleri,  
6826 Bustleton Avenue. 
Photo by Steve Weinik.

Above: Press Conference 
announcing the DA Artist in 
Residency program with 
inaugural artist James “Yaya” 
Hough, November 21, 2019. 
Photo by Edwin E. Luks.

recidivism rate among  
The Guild participants   

10%
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Launched in April 2019, 
Color Me Back: Same Day 
Work and Pay Program 
combines participatory 
art-making and access to 
social services in a unique 
model offering individuals 
who are experiencing 
economic and housing 
insecurity an opportunity 
to earn wages. 
Two years later and through a global pandemic,  
we can proudly say this program has become not 
only a core program for Mural Arts, but a respected 
and recognized program in Philadelphia and 
beyond. Over 740 unique participants have been 
paid the daily $50 wage since its launch.

Spread: Lovely Day @ City 
of Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Lauren “Cat” 
West, Walnut-Locust 
Station concourse. Photo by 
Steve Weinik.

   BeautifiesPublic Art

“�There is a lot of people that come 
through this program and they look  
at me, like Belo, you know, he was 
homeless. He got himself together. 
They see me, Belo, he can do it,  
he’s a role model. That makes a lot of 
people, you know, want to change  
their life around.” 
Michael Belo on working in Color Me Back

COLOR ME BACK
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In Summer 2020, Color Me Back adapted to accommodate 
COVID-19 safety measures. This “next step” work opportunity 
was an evolution of the first phase of the Color Me Back project 
wherein ten individuals who participated in Phase I were 
randomly selected for four consecutive four-hour work days, 
during which they received a variety of art-making trainings, 
from priming and brush skills to installation. This longer 
engagement has led to deeper interpersonal connections and 
moments of reflection and to the acquisition of expressive and 
broader problem-solving skills among participants.

During this new phase of Color Me Back, participants began by 
working with Philadelphia artist Lauren “Cat” West on Lovely 
Day, a mural covering over 200 columns in the SEPTA 
concourse between City Hall and Walnut Street. This brightly 
colored public project began two months before the onset of 
COVID-19 with West gathering inspiration from and developing 
ideas and symbols for the design through weekly workshops 
with program participants. Once public-health protocols had 
been established, the program was restarted, taking into 
account necessary COVID-19 health and safety standards.  
The layout of the project site — large, and occupied by widely 
spaced columns — allowed participants to adhere to physical 
distancing policies while continuing to work together.

Beautify
Inspire
Empower

740
program participants from 
across the City

82
percent have said they are 
interested in employment

Statistics

44
percent worked more than  
7 days in the program

160k
in wages paid to participants as 
of June 2021

Top left: Lovely Day @ City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Lauren “Cat” West, 
Walnut-Locust Station 
concourse. Photo by Steve 
Weinik.

Left: Color Me Back Studio 
with lead teaching artist Al 
Tull.

Left: Color Me Back program 
participant

Right: Color Me Back 
in-process at Walnut-Locust 
subway concourse, 
September 10, 2021.
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Philly Rising © 2021 City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Nilé Livingston, 
interactive mural project. 
Image courtesy the artist.

April 13, 2021 dedication for 
This Deep Desire © 2021 City 
of Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Danny Simmons, 
Gabe Tiberino, 5604 North 
Marvine Street. Photo by 
Steve Weinik.



Thank you to our donors for 
their generous support.

Stay Golden, in-process,  
July 23, 2020. Photo by  
Steve Weinik.



LEGACY SOCIE T Y

$25,000+
William & Debbie Becker
The Estate of Pearl M. Carpel
Julia & David Fleischner
Joseph & Jane Goldblum
Erik Hirsch & Margaret McAllister
David R. & Jane H. Hummel
The Estate of Renee Polsky
Pam & Tony Schneider
Connie & Sankey Williams

$10,000–$24,999
Nick & Dee Adams
Anderson Family Foundation
Elia D. Buck & Caroline B. Rodgers
Louis N. Cassett Foundation
Hans* & Leslie Fleischner
G.S. Peter & Janie Gross
Margaret Harris & Phil Straus
Harold & Peggy Katz
Margelle & Sheldon Liss
Laura Kind McKenna &  

Marc McKenna
David & Helen Pudlin
Meg Saligman
Katie Adams Schaeffer &  

Tony Schaeffer

GOLDEN CIRCLE

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
Susanna Lachs Adler & Dean Adler
Kevin & Joselyn Basden
Maribeth & Robert Becker
Berger Family Foundation
Julian A. & Lois G. Brodsky 

Foundation
Cannuscio Rader Family Foundation
Hope Comisky & Jeffrey Braff
Linda DeJure
Glazer Family Tikkun Olam Trust
Laura LaRosa
Deirdre & Patrick McAleer
Jay & Gretchen Riley
Susan Sherman
Joan & Bernard Spain Foundation
Joseph Gene Swedish Family 

Foundation
Tuttleman Family Foundation

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Innovators 
$2,500–$4,999
Elizabeth Asplundh
Daniel J. & Helena Astolfi
Vickey Barron
Ellen Baxter & Robert Kavash
Steven & Susan Dubow
Angela & Jason Duckworth
Peter Evans
Jill & Mark Fishman
Janet Goldman
Terry & Ann Marie Horner
Nadia R. Kunz
Marcello Luzi & Gregory Seitter
Jami Wintz McKeon
Joanna McNeil Lewis
Brian & Christy Pedrow
Raymond F. Reed
Andrea Seltzer
VERT Charitable Trust
Tierra Whack
Ana-Maria Zaugg & David Anstice

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Leaders 
$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous (2) 
Kimberly Allen
Cathy & Larry Altman
Adam Baldwin
Jay & Barbara Belding
Theodore Beringer &  

Nancy Volpe-Beringer
Rachel Blau & Robert DuPlessis
Jennifer Bloomer
Shaun Bockert
Herbert F. Bohnet IV &  

Carrie A. Simons
Aislinn Bohren
Jill F. Bonovitz
Bowman Family Foundation
David Cohen & Ellen Goodman
Andrea Croston
Gerard & Christine Dever
Mark & Tobey Dichter
Johnnie Durham
Marc & Joy Finkel
Howard & Phyllis Fischer
Bill & Carol Fisher
Amy Fox & Daniel Wheeler
Peter & Elizabeth Goodhart
Danielle Hankin, New Huntington 

Construction
Susan & John Hansen-Flaschen
The Harmon Family Foundation
Dr. Mark Haskins & Dr. Rebecca Craik
Alexander Hoffmaster
The Honickman Family
Mary & Howard Hurtig
Osagie & Losenge Imasogie
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Lumpkin Family Foundation
Edward & Alice Margolis
Bruce & Bonnie Kay Marks
Graham & Susan McDonald
Pricilla McDougal
Frances Middleton & Michael Fields
The Leslie Miller & Richard Worley 

Foundation
Sam Olshin

Barbara Patrizzi
Jaime Petenko
Nancy Peterson
Christopher Brian Robbins
Anne & Bruce Robinson
Lon & Jeff Rosenblum
Jamel Shabazz
Marijke & Arlen Shenkman
The Paul & Emily Singer Family 

Foundation
Barbara Spitz & Cheryl Cook
Mark Stavropoulos
Anthony Troy
Kristen Warden
Ellen Weissman
Lisa Yakulis / Kurfiss Sotheby's 

International Realty
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Zinbarg

Catalysts  
$500–$999
Anonymous
Marta & Robert Adelson Family 

Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Allison
Karen Bell
Leo Berg
Bloch Family Foundation
Joan Bromley
Bill & Laura Buck
Mr. James M. Buck & Elinor H. Buck
The Catherwood Family Fund
Jennifer & Oliver Chateau
Alex Ciullo
Isaac Clothier
Beverly Cox
Philip L. Coyne
Catherine Del Tito
Elise Drake
Frank Dubey
Jennifer Feden 
Michele & Jonathan Fenkel
Nedra & Bruce Fischer
Ethan & Jenna Flint
Teresa & Gerald Forstater
James & Pamela Gertie

Susan & Richard Gettlin
Karen Y. Greene
Cheryl Gunter & Paul Rabe
Julie Haas
Dr. Robert Shaw Oliver Harding & 

Mrs. Diana Pike Harding
Nancy Hays
Marybeth Henry
Deborah Hoffman
Katherine Hovde & Kenneth Kulak
Aaron Javsicas
Zachary Jefferson
Shirin Karsan
Nancy & Shahir Kassam-Adams
Samuel & Constance Katz
Joseph & Sonja Kelly
Ken Kesslin
Christine Hauck
Gail Howard &  

Michael Seidman
Aaron Javsicas
Zachary Jefferson
Sampath Kannan
Nancy & Shahir Kassam-Adams
Ken Kesslin
Tom & Colleen Kulzer
Pamela Rainey Lawler
Ronald Levine
Julia & Robert Levine
Jenna Liss
Theresa Loscalzo &  

James Hildenbrand
Thompson Maher
Esther & Irv Marshall
Corey Massey
George McNeely
Peter Merzbacher
Mr. James N. Mordy &  

Dr. Rhonda L. Lahue Mordy
Irving Nachamkin
Scott Newcomer
Michael Norris
Paul Rabe & Cheryl Gunter

Marilia Rodrigues
Jawad Salah
Carol Stratton Beers & James Beers
Joanne Sundheim
Vasiliy Tushev
Kristen Warden
David Wilkes
Linda Williams - Vertical Maven Group
Linda Witt & Jim Marsh
Colleen Wyse
Katherine Yun

Supporters  
$250–$499
Anonymous (7)
Brooke D. Anderson
C.V. Beath
Susan Bell & Philip Hart
Milla Bell-Hart
Cari Feiler Bender & Rodd Bender
Ellen & Robert Bildersee
Genny Boccardo-Dubey
Robert & Jean Boell
Shirley & Harvey Boulay
Lawrence & Gina Brent
Todd Bressi
Sandra Brown
Caitlin Butler &  

Jan Maximilian Robitzsch
Denise Cianfero
Ronnie & Jack Cimprich
Judge Mark B. Cohen
Steven D. Cohen & Elsie Stern
David & Rona Camroe
James Conmy
Jennifer Connolly
Kate Connolly & Alan Gardner
Lindsey N. DiGangi
Jeanne DiVincenzo
James & Janice Donaghy
Marlene B. & Leonard Dubin 

Foundation
Susan Ehrman
Bonnie Eisner
Edi & Dina Eliezer
Epstein Family Charitable Trust
Ted & Shannon Farmer
Harry Feldman
Michael & Deena Flanagan
Deana Frank
Len Friedland
Amy Friedlander
Dr. Vanessa Northington Gamble
Ron Gimbel
Dr. Meyer Glickman Memorial Fund
Judy & Arthur Goodkind
Taylor Hamilton
Lashawn Hand
Curtiss Hannum
Robert Heriza
Patricia Higgins
Andrew & Jackie Hunsicker
Richard Immesberger
Louise Johnston
Anthony Jones
The Judy Family Foundation
Lauren & Mark Kahn
Joy & Bennett Keiser
Zachary and Deborah Klehr
Erik Kornet & Sheila Watts
John Laswick
Elizabeth Lee & Family
Wes Leslie
Robert & Sarah Locke
Theresa Loscalzo
Alan Mallach
Paula Mandel
Gene F. Manko
Wayne R. Marquardt
Cheryl Martin
Corey Massey
Patrick McGettigan
Carolyn Montgomery
Irving Nachamkin

Michael Norris & Matt Varrato
Debbie & Charles O'Donnell
Marissa Parker
Joseph & Tamara Paulits
Adam Pessin
Lori Potts-Dupre
Laura Raab
Matt Ramsey
Josephine & Tom Rees
Abraham & Sherri Reich
Joan Reilly & Michael Diberardinis
Beth Rezet & Greg Fromell
Dr. & Mrs. Melvyn P. Richter
Katherine Roberson
Lorraine Alexander
Harriet Rubenstein & Martin Brigham
Julia Rudden
Mr. & Mrs. Sadwin
Antoinette F. Seymour
Roberta Shaked
Scott Shubert
Eve Slap
Doris Spencer
Andrew Stober
Andrew Stocking & Amy Myers
Lauri Sussman-Siegel & Alex Siegel
Glen Sykes
Edward & Lyn Tettemer
Maria & Radclyffe Thompson
Richelle Todd-Yamoah
Steven Watsky
Ariel Watsky
Carol & George Weinbaum
Eileen & Jon Weiswasser
Susan Wetherill
A. Morris Williams Jr.
Richard Woosnam &  

Diane Dalto Woosnam
Deborah & Philip Zuchman

INDIVIDUALS

Vote, © 2021 City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Faust, 224 South 
Street. Photo by Steve 
Weinik.
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$100,000+
Art for Justice Fund, a sponsored 

project of Rockefeller Philanthropy 
Advisors

Ballard Spahr, LLP
Bandujo
The Giant Company
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Hummingbird Foundation
Knight Foundation
The JPB Foundation
The Lenfest Foundation
Mellon Foundation
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage
The Pew Charitable Trusts
PTS Foundation
Sheller Family Foundation
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
William Penn Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
Armstrong Foundation
Bank of America
Brownstein
Chase
Connelly Foundation
FAO Schwarz Family Foundation
Fierce Advocacy Fund
The Hearst Foundation
Hess Foundation
Kresge Foundation
Patricia Kind Family Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
Wexford Science & Technology, 

Ventas

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous
2848 Diamond Street LLC
The Barra Foundation
Berkowitz Family Foundation
Center for Black Digital Research,  

The Pennsylvania State University
Citizens
Comcast NBCUniversal
Community Marketing Concepts
East Market
Glenmede Trust Company

Independence Blue Cross
Independence Foundation
Jonathan Rose Companies
National Endowment for the Arts
Neubauer Family Foundation
Notely Ventures
PECO Energy
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia Soccer 2026
SEPTA
The Snider Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Alliance HP
Blank Rome, LLP
Cashman & Associates
Louis N. Cassett Foundation
Chubb
Finish Line Youth Foundation
The Forrest & Frances Lattner 

Foundation
EmpireCovers
The MAJiK Foundation
Malfer Foundation
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation
McCormick Taylor
Morgan Lewis
Origlio Beverage
PMC Property Group
Searchlight Pictures
SEI Investments
SJL Company, Inc.
The Spak Group

$5,000–$9,999
A.P. Construction
Essential Utilities
AT&T
Solomon & Sylvia Bronstein 

Foundation
BS Ingersoll LLC
Catalyst City Development LLC
Drexel University
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin & 

Schiller
International Materials
JKG Florida Business Corp.

Keystone Property Group
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
M&T Bank
Oatly Inc
Patriot Pharmacy
Philadelphia Eagles
Poor Richard's Charitable Trust
Pulse Technologies
The Suzanne Roberts Cultural 

Development Fund
The Elizabeth B. and Arthur E. Roswell 

Foundation
Yards Brewing Company

$2,500–$4,999
Almo Corporation
AMETEK
Amoroso's Baking Company
Artful Impact Fund of The Boston 

Foundation
Asian Mosaic Fund
Athena Contracting Inc.
Catering by Design
Curran Group, Inc.
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
The Episcopal Academy
Faegre Drinker
FS Investments
GBVB, LLC dba Tough Turf
Parx Casino & Racetrack
Alan Jacobson & J2 Design
KieranTimberlake
Kline & Specter, P.C.
PNC
REC Philly
Roma Concrete, Inc.
Shorenstein Realty Services
Temple University

$1,000–$2,499
AthenianRazak LLC
Atkin Olshin Shade Architects
Aviman Management LLC.
Billy Boy Contracting LLC
Carr & Duff Inc.
CBIZ
Communications Test Design, Inc.

Core & Main
Dilworth Paxson
Dynasty Advisors
ECBM
Gessler Construction Co.
The Grahams & Silverback Foundation
Gross McCleaf Gallery
Hankin Management Company
IMA Greater Philadelphia Chapter
Ted Piotrowicz, Legacy Advisors, LLC
LiveNation
Mount Pleasant Fund
Naxion Research & Consulting
Nucero Electrical Construction Co. 

Inc.
Parkway Corporation
PennEngineering - Leonard Kiely
Philadelphia Tribune Co., Inc.
PMC Group
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
PRWT Services Inc.
The Grahams & Silverback Foundation
Snave Foundation
Spectrum LLC
Technical Development Corporation
Temple University Office of 

Community Relations
Thomas Jefferson University & 

Jefferson Health
Vincent Giordano Corp.
Vista Outdoor

$250+
Families Behind the Badge Children's 

Foundation
The Legacy Exists Joe Frazier 

Scholarship Fund
Golden Artist Colors, Inc.
J Alden Associates
J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Philadelphia Phillies
Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation
Samuel P. Mandell Foundation
Stone's Beer Company
Team Braeburn
Viking Yacht Company

ORGANIZATIONS

This Deep Desire © 2021 City 
of Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Danny Simmons, 
Gabe Tiberino, 5604 North 
Marvine Street. Photo by 
Steve Weinik.
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25th Police District Advisory Council
Bartram’s Garden
The Barnes Foundation
Broad Street Ministry
City of Philadelphia Department of 

Commerce
City of Philadelphia Department of 

Behavioral Health and Intellectual 
disAbility Services 

City of Philadelphia Department of 
Health

City of Philadelphia Department of 
Human Resources

City of Philadelphia Streets 
Department

City of Philadelphia Department of 
Transportation, Infrastructure,  
and Sustainability

City of Philadelphia Department of 
Parks & Recreation

City of Philadelphia Department of 
Prisons

City of Philadelphia Managing 
Director’s Office

Philadelphia Housing Authority
Philadelphia Water Department
Coded By Kids
Fairmount Park Conservancy
First Congregational Church in 

Amherst

Greater Philadelphia YMCA
Impact Services
JEVS Human Services & CVS Health
Manayunk Special Services District
The Mayor’s Fund for Philadelphia
Moore College of Art & Design
Nationalities Services Center
The Office of Former Councilmember  

Bobby Henon
Pennsylvania Department 

of Community & Economic 
Development

Philadelphia Ballet
Philadelphia Chinatown Development 

Corporation
Philadelphia Youth Network
Playful Learning Landscapes
Prevention Point Philadelphia
Raised By Us
Renewal Presbyterian Church
Resolve Philadelphia
The School District of Philadelphia
Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families 
The Enterprise Center
Trust for Public Land
Union Benevolent Association

CIT Y AND PARTNERS

Partners listed below have provided financial contributions of over 
$250 to Mural Arts Philadelphia in FY21. We collaborate with fantastic 
partners every year, and we thank all of them for their support.

Points of Connection Portrait 
of Tahira Fortune, © 2021 
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / James “Yaya” 
Hough, Thomas Paine Plaza. 
Photo courtesy Steve Weinik.

Tony Schneider  
Chair

Dan Astolfi  
Vice Chair

Julia Fleischner 
Secretary, Chair elect

Kimberly Allen
Kevin Basden
Cindy Bass, Ex Officio
Marc Brownstein
Darrell Clarke, Ex Officio
Hope Comisky
Linda DeJure
Steven Dubow
Jane Goldblum
Joseph Goldblum
Jane Golden
Dominique Goss
G.S. Peter Gross

Patrick Guise
Joseph Hill
Laura LaRosa
Kelly Lee, Ex Officio 
Margelle Liss
Bruce Marks
Deirdre McAleer
Sam Olshin
Cherelle L. Parker, Ex Officio
Brian Pedrow
Nancy Peterson
Michael Petrongolo
Jennifer Porges
David Pudlin
Rebecca Rhynhart, Ex Officio 
Marilia Rodrigues
Daniel Simmons
Sarena Snider
Richelle Todd-Yamoah
Tariq Trotter
Christina Wong

Alex Hoffmaster 
Co-Chair

Sylvia Purnell 
Co-Chair

Shaun Bockert   
Vice Chair

Amber Wilczynski   
Vice Chair

Brad Carney
Jason Cevera
Gina Ciralli
Joanna Da-Sylva
Kelly Edwards
Max Frankel

Jason Hachadorian
Danielle Hankin
Toria Holmes
Aaron Javsicas
Jillian Kuckuka
Miguel Martinez-Valle
Rajvi Mehta
Salimah Nooruddin
Kayci Petenko
Amanda Roper
RJ Rushmore
Jane Slusser
Ben Stango
Eliza Walmsley
Laura Walters
David Wilkes

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ADVISORY COUNCIL

Entanglement © 2020 City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Nilé Livingston, 
PIZZA Shackamaxon, 115 East 
Girard Avenue. Photo by 
Steve Weinik.
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Stay Golden © 2020 City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Gerald A. Brown, 
Roberto Lugo, Isaac Scott, 
33rd & Diamond Streets. 
Photo by Steve Weinik.



“�What I gained from these experiences 
ushered me through art school by 
instilling confidence in my commitment 
to being an artist. I found mentors in the 
Mural Arts Program, as well as in the 
communities and neighborhoods we 
worked in...I can only imagine the doors  
it is opening up for young artists in 
Philadelphia, and the city as a whole,  
in the years to come.”
Nile Livingston, Artist   (Photo Credit, Elijah Evangelos @RawButMeaningful)

Spread: Title of Mural  
will go here, Mural 
Location, August 6, 2019. 

   InspiresAdvocacy

The election of 2020 might 
have been the most critical 
election our country has 
ever seen- so getting 
Philadelphians out to vote 
became more important 
than ever.
Curated by Conrad Benner, To the Polls was initially 
conceived before the 2018 midterms and invited ten 
Philly-based artists to create murals with the goal of 
exciting the electorate.  

Each artist came to the project from a different 
approach, and the murals were seen by hundreds of 
people on site at our Spring Arts warehouse 
exhibition, and by many thousands more online.  
The success of this exhibition expanded for the 2020 
presidential elections. 

To the Polls featured six large-scale temporary mural 
installations at LOVE Park intended to excite the 
electorate and explore their reasons for voting.  
The Philadelphia-based artists included D’nae 
Harrison, Candy Alexandra González, Kah Yangni, 
Khalid Dennis (aka BKLvisions), Hysterical Men,  
and Nathaniel Lee.

TO THE POLLS

Spread: To the Polls City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program / 
Blur, Joe Boruchow, Busta, Willis 
“Nomo” Humphrey, Nilé Livingston, 
Wit López, Alloyius Mcilwaine, 
Marisa Velázquez-Rivas, Loveis Wise, 
and YOMI, 440 North 10th Street. 
Photo by Steve Weinik.
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Left Top: To The Polls, ©2020 Khalid 
Dennis (aka BKLvisions), Love Park, 
Arch Street. Photo by Steve Weinik.

Left Top: On the Fence Voting 
Banners © 2020 Yannick Lowery & Taj 
Poscé, Interstate 76 at 28th Street. 
Photo by David McShane.

Left Bottom: VOTE! ©2020 Shepard 
Fairy, 448 North 10th Street. Photo by 
Steve Weinik.

Right Top: To The Polls ©2020 Kah 
Yangni, Love Park, Arch Street. Photo 
by Steve Weinik. 

Right: To The Polls ©2020 Love Park, 
Arch Street. Photo by Steve Weinik.

Right Bottom: Vote  
©2020 Faust, 245 South Street.  
Photo by Steve Weinik.

An additional structure also featured Aram Han Sifuentes‘s 
Voting Station for the Disenfranchised, which collected 
ballots from those who can’t legally vote, as well as artwork 
from students in our Art Education classes that highlighted 
artistic responses to the current political climate from youth 
voices. More than a quarter of the U.S. population cannot 
vote, the largest demographic of that population being young 
people. This installation amplified the voices of young people 
who lack decision-making power and lifted up others who 
cannot vote such as undocumented people, residents of U.S. 
Territories, and in many states, those currently and formerly 
incarcerated. An online version of Sifuentes’s project 
continues at officialunofficial.vote.

These temporary installations were on display in LOVE park 
from October 2 through Election Day on November 3, 2020.

Beautify
Inspire
Empower
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Through the bonds we form 
with communities every day, 
and in the hopes of honoring 
the unique histories and people 
of our city, Mural Arts is 
changing the urban landscape. 

From public parks to towering walls, basketball 
courts to SEPTA stations, we are imagining creative 
and unique ways to use the places that are part  
of our daily lives. And we’re working with 
Philadelphians to make it happen. 

The Community Murals initiative is deeply rooted  
in Mural Arts’ beginnings as a grassroots platform 
for the voices of citizens. We collaborate  
with community members to imagine and lead 
projects that build social capital, develop a sense  
of communal ownership over space, represent 
diversity, and empower people to make change  
in their city. Each year our Restorations initiative 
cares for 10-15 beloved murals, ensuring that  
the neighborhoods and communities we’ve 
engaged can go on admiring the impact of public 
art for many more years to come. And each  
year, with your support, we innovate and extend 
public art into new places. Philadelphians are  
the inspiration for, and creators of, our most 
treasured artworks; and Philadelphia is our 
incredible canvas, a museum for all.

“��A lot of times in neighborhoods like ours,  
the city and even nonprofits — even people who 
mean well — don’t ask before they come and do 
something to us. It’s really empowering and 
really much better in the long run when people 
come to us and say, ‘Hey, we want to work with 
you to empower your neighbors to make what 
you want to see happen in your own community.’” 
Marissa Rumpf, President of Friends of Harrowgate Park, on working with Mural Arts

Spread: The Trust Project, 
Creative Resilience 
Collective, Harrowgate 
Park, 3455 Kensington 
Avenue. Photo by Erin 
Blewett

   EmpowerPrograms that

15

The Trust Project weaves 
together reflections on 
community life in Kensington 
and Harrowgate.

KENSINGTON 
WELLNESS INITIATIVE

A crowd-sourced poem captures memories, 
observations, and thoughts on what makes these 
neighborhoods special. Lifted into the sky, the poem 
casts colorful shadows on the ground below,  
while encouraging Harrowgate Park visitors to look 
up and out from their immediate surroundings.

The Trust Project was rooted in a larger initiative  
at Mural Arts entitled The Kensington Wellness 
Initiative (KWI), a cross-departmental initiative  
that includes Porch Light, Community Murals,  
and Environmental Justice. KWI is Mural Arts 
Philadelphia’s commitment to sustained investment 
in a neighborhood that reflects our city’s diversity, 
challenges, and creativity. The initiative provides 
programming and multiple opportunities for 
community members and participants to interact 
with art. Listening, building trust, and responding to 
the neighborhood’s needs have become central  
to the work. Through a series of projects focused  
on addressing trauma, cultivating wellness,  
and strengthening community by building 
connection and understanding, KWI’s community-
led, participatory approach to public art fosters 
space for reflection and consensus-building to 
support a broad concept of community wellness.
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The initiative asks residents to reflect on what made their community  
the place they chose to live, encourages them to share how the current 
challenges have affected them, and urges them to think about what a  
better future would look like. Acknowledging their shared trauma  
encourages them to share how the current challenges have affected them.

The Trust Project was guided by the need to acknowledge the challenges 
faced and strength demonstrated by Kensington and Harrowgate 
communities. Despite difficult conversations about public space, belonging 
and care that have put some residents at odds with one another, a sense  
of mutual support prevails between neighbors.

Reflecting the goals of the Kensington Wellness Initiative, The Trust Project 
provided much-needed support for efforts to uplift and activate Harrowgate 
Park. A Community Advisory Board co-designed events and activities  
around The Trust Project during spring 2021. Advisory gatherings allowed  
for continued reflection on the meaning of trust between community 
members and on the role of public art in their neighborhoods.

Spread: Title of Mural  
will go here, Mural 
Location, August 6, 2019. 

 3000
community members engage in  
Porch Light programs annually

Statistics

 8000
participants annually served through  
Porch Light programs

Beautify
Inspire
Empower

All images: The Trust Project 
Showcase & Resource Fair, 
Creative Resilience 
Collective, June 26, 2021, 
Harrowgate Park, 3455 
Kensington Avenue. Photos 
by Erin Blewett.
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Assets	 2021	 2020
Cash & Cash Equivalents	  8,604,571 	  5,963,515 

Grants, Program & Contribution Receivables	  4,174,618	 6,818,320  

Inventory	 111,753	  78,406  

Prepaid Expenses	  52,160 	 54,123  

Other Assets	  5,563 	  30,697 

Property & Equipment, Net	 681,755  	  773,899

Intangibles, Net	 146,372	  170,073 

Total Assets	  $13,776,792	  $13,889,033  

Liabilities and Net Assets		
Liabilities		
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses	 955,861 	  756,574  

Accrued Payroll & Related Liabilities	  406,586 	  366,975  

Refundable Advances	 1,465,374 	 682,743

Total Liabilities	  $2,827,821 	   $1,806,292  

Net Assets		
Without donor restrictions	  1,553,077 	   2,262,920 

With donor restrictions	   9,395,894 	  9,819,821   

Total Net Assets	   $10,948,971 	   $12,082,741 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets	   $13,776,792 	  $13,889,033 

STATEMENTS  
OF FINANCIAL 
POSITION

Revenue & Support	 2021	 2020
Institutional Support	  3,936,253 	  5,502,672  

Contracted Services:		

– Government and other grants	 4,975,763 	  5,353,663  

Contributions - Individuals	  1,052,649 	  477,595

Tour Income	   113,658	  200,499  

Other Income	  11,579 	  26,469 

Total Revenue & Support	   $10,089,902 	  $11,560,898 

Expenses		
Programs	   8,276,670 	  9,462,397

Support Services	  2,947,002 	  2,332,604 

Total Expenses	  $11,223,672 	  $11,795,001  

Change in Net Assets	      (1,133,770)	   (234,103) 

Net Assets Beginning of Year	   12,082,741 	  12,316,844 

Net Assets End of Year	  $10,948,971 	  $12,082,741 

STATEMENTS OF 
ACTIVITIES AND 
CHANGES IN NET 
ASSETS

Left: Charles Fuller © City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Ernel Martinez, 
1631 West Girard Avenue. 
Photo by Steve Weinik.
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 muralartsphiladelphia
  @muralarts
 phillymuralarts

#muralarts
muralarts.org

Your support makes this work possible!
Ignite change and make your gift today.
muralarts.org/donate / 215.685.0759

Through participatory public art,  
Mural Arts Philadelphia inspires 
change in people, places, and practices, 
creating opportunities for a more just  
and equitable Philadelphia.

OUR MISSION

Cover: We Did That © 2021 
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Letisha Bindu 
& Symone Salib, 13th & Arch 
Streets. Photo by Steve 
Weinik.


