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Murals are oftentimes  
the end product of months,  
even years, of community 
engagement, of gathering  
in groups, of getting to  
know neighborhoods and 
learning the stories of those 
who live there.
With the onset of the pandemic, Mural Arts’ staff quickly 
pivoted to continue programming and projects. In this past 
fiscal year Mural Arts organized the first District Attorney 
Artist-in-Residence program of its kind with inaugural artist 
James “Yaya” Hough, to create images of justice-involved 
individuals and bring to light critical issues regarding the 
justice system in this country. The Restorative Justice Guild 
program continued its programming virtually and noted an 
increase in engagement from participants who were thankful 
for the learning and sharing opportunities. The recidivism  
rate from Guild participants in 2020 was the lowest it has  
ever been at 8%. 

The Art Education program reached over 950 children through 
the forty-two digital access centers set up by the City of 
Philadelphia, providing art in spaces designed for students  
to continue their education online when schools were closed. 
And the Porch Light program Color Me Back continued reaching 
individuals facing housing and economic insecurity through a 
unique same day work and pay model; the program has paid 
nearly 1,000 individuals $143,000 in wages since its inception.

The pandemic has only further brought to light the importance 
of art and community engagement in our lives. Art brings  
us together and gives us respite. It is my honor and privilege  
to be the Chair of Mural Arts Philadelphia which is helping 
create jobs and job training for individuals facing hardship, 
beautifying the city and its public spaces, employing artists, 
and uplifting communities through intentional, space-led work. 

As I look back on this fiscal year, we have learned about 
patience, intentionality, and perseverance. We are thankful to 
all our supporters, from individuals to the region’s foundations, 
and to the City of Philadelphia. We are grateful to our 
participants who, with us, believe in art and social justice.  
And we are excited about what the future holds. 

Milton (Tony) Schneider

Chair of the Board  
Mural Arts Philadelphia

While I always look  
forward to sharing our  
annual report, the  
2019–2020 fiscal year is 
particularly meaningful. 

We were full steam ahead in 2019, but 2020 was a year  
like no other. A global pandemic, a nationwide uprising  
against systemic racism, and a contentious election derailed 
business as usual for all of us. But, with the usual Mural  
Arts gusto, we used art as a tool for organization, comfort,  
and connection—a way to capture the moment and the 
movement, and push for change. 

With each challenge, Mural Arts found innovative ways  
to put art to work for our city. Our programming pivoted 
immediately to acknowledge this global moment of change 
and focused on supporting and uplifting our communities. 

The work began in earnest: we employed artists to create 
thousands of colorful Space Pads encouraging social 
distancing; we partnered with women from immigrant 
communities at our Southeast by Southeast hub to sew 

hundreds of face masks for essential workers; members  
of The Guild, our re-entry program, wrote and recorded 
creative PSAs encouraging city youth to follow public health 
guidelines; and our Art Education team provided both free 
online art classes and a summer of outdoor artmaking, 
encouraging creativity and fun for kids of all ages. We even 
launched a new program: the Philadelphia Fellowship for  
Black Artists, addressing inequity and designed to fund,  
foster, and elevate the important work of Black artists. 

We did all this while continuing the critical work of our  
core program areas: Art Education, Environmental Justice,  
the Institute, Porch Light, Public Art and Civic Engagement, 
and Restorative Justice. I’m proud of the work we’ve  
done, together.

2020 is behind us, but it is still teaching us about our society  
and ourselves. In a year of extreme change, art became a key 
component of navigating this new normal. One thing we learned 
is that art doesn’t just ignite change—change ignites art!

Jane Golden

Executive Director  
Mural Arts Philadelphia

Left: Sanctuary of Love 
mural dedication and 
community celebration, 
September 20, 2019. 

Right: Wide Open ©  
2019 City of Philadelphia 
Mural Arts Program /  
Jim Houser, 600 Spring 
Garden Street. 
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Top: Untitled © 2019  
City of Philadelphia Mural  
Arts Program / Crash,  
Union Transfer. Photo  
by Steve Weinik.

Bottom: Mural Mile walking 
tour, April 2, 2019. Photo by 
Steve Weinik. 143

new public art projects

131
artists employed

18
major mural restorations

24K
program participants 
from across the City

6.1K
participants with 
sustained engagement

Top: Persistence © 2019 
City of Philadelphia  
Mural Arts Program / 
Jason Andrew Turner,  
1412 Frankford Avenue. 

Bottom: The Promise  
Mural © 2019 City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts 
Program / Nile Livingston 
& Gabe Tiberino, 33rd  
and Wallace Street. 
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“My kid is very fidgety, he likes to run 
around a lot, and it’s hard to keep his 
attention long. What I’ve taken from 
Mural Arts is that now, at home, we pull 
out our paint brushes and sketch paper 
and we draw while we talk, and I actually 
get his attention. This is one of the 
greatest programs.” 
Restorative Justice Guild Member

    Art  
unlocks     
   potential

Left: Murals on the  
Move at Playstreets,  
2700 North Judson Street, 
August 18, 2020. 

Right: Tacony LAB 
Community Arts  
Center open session, 
August 6, 2019. 

Over 24,000 people in the 
Philadelphia area engage  
with our programs each year, 
exploring creativity through 
participatory public art in ways 
that offer new perspectives 
and ways of being. 

Individuals facing housing and economic insecurity 
contribute to stunning works of art in Center City 
through Color Me Back, earning a fair wage and 
access to essential services. Members of immigrant 
and refugee communities in Southeast and Northeast 
Philadelphia use hub spaces to connect with 
neighbors while transforming their neighborhood 
with vivid art and activity. The Reimagining Reentry 
Fellowship funds artists impacted by the justice 
system to examine the problems posed by mass 
incarceration on both a personal and a systemic 
level, illuminating the human cost and potential 
solutions. And through our Art Education initiatives, 
2,000 students at sites across the city unlock their 
creative capacities, share their experiences, and 
illustrate the world as they see it. We believe in the 
transformative power of artmaking—we see it every 
day through the stories of our participants.

People
Place
Practice
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Top, left: Artist Amberella 
installs her work with 
Southeast by Southeast  
in Mifflin Square Park, 
November 26, 2019. 

Bottom, left: Hanging 
artwork in the Color  
Me Back studio space  
in Suburban Station, 
March 5, 2020.

Right: Guild carpentry 
workshop at the former 
Shooter Shop in 
Kensington/Harrowgate. 

Art is the thread that  
connects all Restorative 
Justice projects and programs, 
uniting neighbors who  
have been affected by crime 
or violence through shared 
creative expression. 

We believe that  
hands-on artmaking 
provides a strong 
pathway for individual 
and community healing. 
Our Porch Light program, a joint collaboration with the  
City of Philadelphia’s Department of Behavioral Health  
and Intellectual disAbility Services, focuses on achieving 
universal health and wellness among Philadelphians,  
especially those dealing with mental health issues or trauma. 

We do this by providing opportunities in our storefront 
workshops and other programs to contribute to meaningful 
works of public art. A finished Porch Light artwork shines  
a light on the people who helped bring the project to life  
and challenges social stigmas around mental and behavioral 
health, offering a fresh window of opportunity for continued 
progress and community growth.

The program facilitates the forging  
and growth of lasting, positive bonds 
between incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated individuals, young adults 
on probation, and their respective 
communities. 

We place a strong emphasis on job 
readiness with our Guild program and 
give creative voice to people who have 
consistently felt disconnected from 
society. Participants in the Restorative 
Justice program often feel empowered 
by their accomplishments, and their 
finished artworks provide everyone  
with significant reminders of how far 
they have come, highlighting a hopeful 
path forward.

PORCH LIGHT

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE
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Through the bonds we form 
with communities every day, 
and in the hopes of honoring 
the unique histories and people 
of our city, Mural Arts is 
changing the urban landscape. 

From public parks to towering walls, basketball 
courts to SEPTA stations, we are imagining creative 
and unique ways to use the places that are part  
of our daily lives. And we’re working with 
Philadelphians to make it happen. 

The Community Murals initiative is deeply rooted  
in Mural Arts’ beginnings as a grassroots platform 
for the voices of citizens. We collaborate  
with community members to imagine and lead 
projects that build social capital, develop a sense  
of communal ownership over space, represent 
diversity, and empower people to make change  
in their city. Each year our Restorations initiative 
cares for 10-15 beloved murals, ensuring that  
the neighborhoods and communities we’ve 
engaged can go on admiring the impact of public 
art for many more years to come. And each  
year, with your support, we innovate and extend 
public art into new places. Philadelphians are  
the inspiration for, and creators of, our most 
treasured artworks; and Philadelphia is our 
incredible canvas, a museum for all.

“I feel extremely good knowing  
that I can beautify some place  
that I used to live at. It gives  
me motivation to come down  
here every morning [and] feel  
like I’m doing something positive.” 
Thomas Barrios, Color Me Back participant describing his experience working  
on the program’s latest mural at Walnut-Locust SEPTA Station

  Art  
 shapes our     
            cityLeft: Ritmo Urbano © 2019 

City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Calo Rosa, 
Towey Playground, 1832 
North Howard Street. 
Photo by Rocco Avallone.

Right: Convergence © 
2019 City of Philadelphia 
Mural Arts Program / 
Rebecca Rutstein,  
27th and South Street.

People
Place
Practice
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Thank you to 
our donors for 
their generous 
support.



Legacy Society
$25,000+

Anonymous
David & Julia Fleischner
Jane & Joe Goldblum
Phil Straus & Margaret Harris
David & Helen Pudlin
Frank & Ann Reed
Pam & Tony Schneider

$10,000–$24,999

Nick & Dee Adams
Katie Adams Schaeffer  

& Tony Schaeffer
Elia D. Buck & Caroline  

B. Rogers
Dr. & Mrs. G.S. Peter Gross
Laura Kind McKenna  

& Marc McKenna
Jacob Smith

Golden Circle
$5,000–$9,999

Ellen Baxter & Robert Kavash
Maribeth & Bob Becker
William & Debbie Becker
Hope Comisky & Jeffrey 

Braff & The Comisky Family 
Foundation Trust

Rebecca Craik & Mark Haskins
Linda DeJure
Laura LaRosa
Margelle & Sheldon Liss
Deirdre & Patrick McAleer
Joan Thalheimer
Jami Wintz McKeon  

& John Hollway

Executive 
Director’s Circle
INNOVATORS:  
$2,500–$4,999

Daniel J. & Helena Astolfi
Steven & Susan Dubow
Joe Hill
Zachary & Deborah Klehr
Nadia R. Kunz
Bruce & Bonnie-Kay Marks
Brian & Christy Pedrow
Nancy Peterson
Michael Petrongolo
Raymond F. Reed
Anthony Troy

LEADERS: 
$1,000–$2,499

Anonymous (2)
Mr. David W. Anstice &  

Ms. Ana Maria V. Zaugg
Kevin & Joselyn Basden
Theodore & Nancy Beringer
Shaun J. Bockert
Mr. Herbert F. Bohnet IV  

& Ms. Carrie A. Simons
David Cohen & Ellen Goodman

Beverly Cox
Christine & Gerard A. Dever
Carol S. Eicher
Joy & Marc Finkel
Bill & Carol Fisher
Max Frankel
Susan & John  

Hansen-Flaschen
Kerry & T. Roderick Henkels
Marybeth Henry
Liz Hiser
Alexander Hoffmaster
Terry & Ann Marie Horner
Dr. Howard &  

Mrs. Mary Hurtig
Valerie Joseph
Stephen Keller
Dr. Elizabeth D. Kolsky
Tracy Kroop
Jillian Kukucka
Elaine L. Lindy
Dan Lopez & Sophia Seifert
Susan & Graham McDonald
Joanna McNeil Lewis
Frances Middleton  

& Michael Fields
A.C. Missias
Ronald & Suzanne Naples
Gene & Robert Pratter
Alisha Reesh Henry
Mr. Richard Reiner & Mrs. 

Emily Thalheimer-Reiner
Marian Scheuer Sofaer  

& Abraham D. Sofaer
Debbie & Ron Schiller
Jamel Shabazz
Susan Sherman
Jeffrey Slotterback
Robert Spiegelman  

& Truda Bloom
Sandra Spitzer McKelvey
Bliss Summers
Tiffany Tavarez
Howard & Patricia Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Zinbarg

Catalysts
$500–$999

John Armstrong
Elizabeth Asplundh
Sasha Ballen
Jennifer Bloomer
Todd Bressi
Peter Brock
Mr. James M. Buck III  

& Elinor Buck
Philip Coyne
Elizabeth Dow
Barbara & Michael Fishbein
Deirdre Francis &  

Dr. William Hite
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
James & Pamela Gertie
Richard & Susan Gettlin
Art & Judy Goodkind
Karen & Collace Greene
LaShawn Hand
Danielle Hankin
Helene Hankin
Diana & Robert Harding

Christine Hauck
Gail Howard &  

Michael Seidman
Aaron Javsicas
Zachary Jefferson
Sampath Kannan
Nancy & Shahir Kassam-Adams
Ken Kesslin
Tom & Colleen Kulzer
Pamela Rainey Lawler
Ronald Levine
Julia & Robert Levine
Jenna Liss
Theresa Loscalzo &  

James Hildenbrand
Thompson Maher
Esther & Irv Marshall
Corey Massey
George McNeely
Peter Merzbacher
Mr. James N. Mordy &  

Dr. Rhonda L. Lahue Mordy
Irving Nachamkin
Scott Newcomer
Michael Norris
Paul Rabe & Cheryl Gunter
Marilia Rodrigues
Jawad Salah
Carol Stratton Beers  

& James Beers
Joanne Sundheim
Vasiliy Tushev
Kristen Warden
David Wilkes
Linda Williams -  

Vertical Maven Group
Linda Witt & Jim Marsh
Colleen Wyse
Katherine Yun

Supporters
$250-$499

Lorraine & Ben Alexander
Nancy Barness
Catherine Beath
Karen Bell
Cari Feiler Bender &  

Rodd Bender
Ellen & Bob Bildersee
Joan Bromley
Caitlin Butler
Roberta Carrier
Carol & Bruce Caswell
Siddarth Challani
Denise Cianfero
Ronnie & Jack Cimprich
Katerina Clauhs
Rosalie S. Cohen
Steven Cohen & Elsie Stern
Jay & Joan Cohen
Norman Cohn
Rona & David Comroe
Jane C. Davis
John & Elizabeth Delaney
Anne Devereux-Mills
Tobey & Mark Dichter
Jeanne DiVincenzo
Johnnie L. Durham
Saul Epstein
Caroline Estey King  

& Adrian King

Shannon & Ted Farmer
David Fine
Dr. Vanessa Northington 

Gamble
Edward Glickman & Diana Keat
Amy Joy Goldberg
Jane Golden & Tony Heriza
Robert Goldenberg
Terry Graboyes
John Grillone
Julia G. Haas
Witold & Marcia Henisz
Ellen & Edward Hickman
Patricia Higgins
Janelle Hill
Katherine H. Hovde  

& Kenneth M. Kulak
Carol J. Johnson
Samuel Katz
Howard Kaufold & Paula Singer
Joy & Bennett Keiser
Barbara Kessler
Melissa Kim
Walter K. Kraft  

& Deborah Hung
Rebecca Kriss &  

Nicholas Stanley
Noam Kugelmass & Laura Efros
Robert E. Lamb
Maren Lamb
Frederick & Theresa Landell
Lance & Mary Laver
Virginia Lee &  

John Trojanowski
John & Martha Lubell
Gene & Linda Manko
Dr. Morton & Rhea Mandell
Kathleen McCarthy
Jean McCray
Lyn Montgomery
Lynn Nichols
William & Dorothy O'Donnell
Marissa Parker
Bob & Susan Peck
Patricia Phillips
Gregory Porter
Laura Raab
Dr. Larry Real
Thomas & Josephine Rees
Beth Rezet & Greg Fromell
Dr. Michael Rieder
Katherine Roberson
Jennifer Rosenfarb
Dr. & Mrs Louis & Val Rossman
Harriet Rubenstein  

& Marty Brigham
Eric Rugart
Mr. & Mrs. Sadwin
Gillian Schaps
Antoinette F. Seymour
Jody & Barry Seymour
Meera Siddharth
Edward Sigman
Sabina Singh
Julia & Robert Spahr
Jayne Spector
Eileen & Jon Weiswasser
Katrina Wilhelm
Richard Woosnam &  

Diane Dalto Woosnam

Julia &  
David Fleischner
Almost immediately after their move to Philadelphia 
twelve years ago, Julia and David Fleischner became 
enthusiastic supporters of Mural Arts Philadelphia. 

This civic-minded and creatively-inclined  
couple embody the true ideals and actions of 
philanthropy: they give thoughtfully and with care 
and consideration to each organization’s missions 
and needs. They have become trusted partners  
and advocates for Mural Arts, and we are so 
appreciative of their tremendous commitment. 

Julia and David were first introduced to Mural Arts 
Philadelphia the way many are: through our annual 
gala, Wall Ball. Their relationship with us grew over 
the years as they became deeply involved with  
the Restorative Justice program. Julia served as  

a volunteer, helping to conduct mock interviews,  
edit resumes and lead art tours throughout the  
city of Philadelphia for our Guild participants.  
She subsequently joined the Advisory Council, 
championing Mural Arts to her extensive local 
networks. In 2018, Julia joined the Board of Directors 
and quickly embraced her role as a leader and 
advocate for Mural Arts. 

Julia and David are just beginning their legacy 
throughout Philadelphia. We are honored to be 
among the organizations that they believe will bring 
about positive change to our city and communities.

Individuals listed below provided program or general 
operating support to the organization in FY20. Family 
foundation and institutional contributors are listed  
on page 13. For a list of individuals who provided support  
via Hope & Healing, please see page 14. 
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LEGACY SOCIET Y

INDIVIDUALS

OUR NEWEST GIVING CIRCLE , the Legacy Society, is a special group  
of Mural Arts community members who will make a lasting impact on  
the organization through their generosity. We are honored by their dedication  
to our mission, and humbled by what these supporters have enabled us to  
do in communities across Philadelphia.
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$100,000 & OVER

Ballard Spahr LLP
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Hummingbird Foundation
The Lenfest Foundation
PTS Foundation
The Sheller Family Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
William Penn Foundation

$50,000–$99,999

Connelly Foundation
FAO Schwarz Family Foundation
Fierce Advocacy Fund
The Forrest & Frances  

Lattner Foundation
Hess Foundation
Olde Richmond Civic Association
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage

$25,000–$49,999

Anonymous
Art for Justice Fund
Chase
Glenmede Trust Company
Hangley Aronchick  

Segal Pudlin & Schiller
Independence Public Media, Inc.
PECO Energy
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Philadelphia Foundation
Wells Fargo

$10,000–$24,999

1352 Lofts
Arlen Specter US Squash Center
Chubb
Eagles Social Justice Fund
Independence Foundation 
JKG Florida Business Corporation
Knight Foundation
Legacy Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation
MAJiK Foundation
McCormick Taylor, Inc.
Origlio Beverage
Philly Office Retail
PUMA
Red Bull
The Snider Foundation
Spotify USA Inc.
The Malcolm Jenkins Foundation
Wolff Court Development, LP

$5,000–$9,999

Armstrong Foundation
Asian Mosaic Fund
Berger Family Foundation
The Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Davis Charitable Foundation
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
The Elizabeth B. &  

Arthur E. Roswell Foundation
Graham Partners, Inc.
Keystone Property Group
Philanthropy Network  

of Greater Philadelphia
SEI Investments
Slought Foundation

Suzanne Roberts Cultural  
Development Fund

TD Charitable Foundation
Wayne Mills Company

$2,500–$4,999

AthenianRazak LLC
Solomon & Sylvia Bronstein Foundation
Families Behind the Badge  

Children's Foundation
Lindy Communities
Global Philadelphia
Julian A. & Lois G. Brodsky Foundation
KieranTimberlake
Patricia Segal & Stephen Segal  

Family Charitable Foundation
Philadelphia Eagles
Thomas Scattergood Behavioral  

Health Foundation

$1,000–$2,499

B-K HVAC Widmeier
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Cannuscio Rader Family Foundation
Catalyst Builders LLC
G. Kehan, Inc.
Green & Spiegel LLC
J+M Engineering
Maryland Recreation &  

Parks Association 
Moore College of Art and Design
Mount Pleasant Fund
Naxion
Philadelphia Pharmacy, Inc.
Pik-A-Panel True Value
Reilly, McDevitt and Henrich P.C.
The Rorer Foundation
Sidney L. Gold & Associates P.C.
Sophia Gant Fund
Swarthmore Presbyterian Church
The Commonwealth Committee  

of Greater Philadelphia
Urban Affairs Coalition
WSFS Community Foundation

$250–$999

American Crafts Council
Enterprise Exterminating & Supply
FlashParking
FourFront
Fulton Street Brewery LLC
InOutsource Consulting
The Judy Family Foundation
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
Pennsylvania Lumbermens  

Mutual Insurance Co. 
Performing Arts Foundation
Philadelphia Film Society
Rifkin Silverman Family Fund,  

a Donor Advised Fund of  
Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Rostair Foundation
Shelly Electric Company Inc.
The Boston Foundation
The Bruce Hauptfuhrer Charitable Fund
The Salvation Army
Tria Taproom LLC
United Health Services
Verdi Contracting, Inc.

Pearl Carpel
In 2020, we received a generous bequest from  
the estate of Pearl Carpel, a Philadelphia icon  
in the arts nonprofit landscape, and a dedicated 
volunteer and friend to Mural Arts. 
The following is a tribute to Pearl’s indomitable  
spirit shared by former Mural Arts staffer Rob Smith:

The late Pearl Carpel loved all Mural Arts 
Philadelphia events, but she especially loved visiting 
the Lincoln Financial Mural Arts Center at the 
Thomas Eakins House for community celebrations. 
You could set your watch to Pearl. She’d arrive in a 
tweed overcoat, and her handshakes (or hugs) would 
be accompanied with a vise-like grip of someone  

ten times her size. Which makes sense, as Pearl 
contained enough drive and power and grit to  
light up an energy grid. PECO’s loss, however, was 
Philadelphia’s gain, as Pearl instead chose a third  
act solely focused on volunteerism. In the Mural  
Arts community, it was clear that Pearl found artists 
worth celebrating, projects worth supporting,  
and voices worth amplifying. We were honored  
by Pearl’s decision to give so generously. 

Alternative Middle Years  
at James Martin School

Bartram's Garden
Broad Street Ministry
Center City District
City of Philadelphia 
Department of Behavioral Health  

and disAbiliity Services
Department of Commerce
Department of Community  

and Economic Development
Department of Housing and 

Community Development
Department of Human Services 
Department of Prisons
Health Department
Housing Authority
Office of the Managing Director
Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, 

and Sustainability
Parks and Recreation
Streets Department
Water Department
Diversified Community Services
Fairmount Park Conservancy
Impact Services
Italian Market Visitor Center
Nationalities Services Center
Mental Health Partnerships
Moore College of Art and Design
Pennsylvania Women's Forum
Philadelphia Chinatown  

Development Corporation
Philadelphia Children's Alliance
Philadelphia Mental Health  

Care Corporation
Philadelphia Works, Inc.
Philadelphia Youth Network
Philly Races Inc.
Roxborough Development Corporation
School District of Philadelphia
SEPTA
Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
Temporary Assistance for  

Needy Families
The Fund for the School  

District of Philadelphia
The Mayor's Fund for Philadelphia
The Office of Councilman  

Bobby Hennon
The Trust for Public Land
Union Benevolent Association

Partners listed below include those 
that provided financial resources 
over $250 to Mural Arts Philadelphia 
in FY20. We collaborate in myriad 
ways with fantastic partners each 
year, and are grateful to all of them 
for their support. 

CIT Y & PARTNERSORGANIZATIONS

PLANNED GIVING

PLANNED GIVING IS A WONDERFUL WAY  to ensure that your 
relationship with Mural Arts will carry on for future generations. By including 
Mural Arts Philadelphia in your estate plans you are making a gift that supports 
Mural Arts’ mission to ignite positive change in our communities through 
artmaking. We would be delighted to speak with you further about various 
bequest options.
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Nicholas Masters
Nicholas Masters, the Manager of Institutional 
Advancement for a local arts nonprofit, knows  
a thing or two about fundraising. 
When he had the opportunity to join Spark, Mural 
Arts’ monthly giving program, he leaped at the 
opportunity and became one of our first members. 
“The idea that the little donations, the support of an 
everyday person, can be just as important as those 
million dollar gifts,” he told us, “is enticing.” 

Nicholas moved to Philadelphia in 2008 and has 
always admired the city’s murals. “I think what  
the organization has done so successfully is make 
murals a part of the fabric of Philadelphia. 
Everywhere I’ve lived I’ve been within a block  
of a mural.” That ubiquity even extended to his 

growing family: when his youngest child was born,  
he looked out at Amy Sherald’s giant “Untitled” mural 
from Jefferson Hospital. “It’s just fantastic,” he mused. 

Now living in the suburbs, Nicholas looks forward  
to commuting back into the city for work and passing 
by some of his favorite murals. “It’s interesting to 
have lived in a city like this, and then visit others  
that don’t have the same level of public art access,” 
he said. That realization helped fuel his desire to give 
back. By joining Spark, Nicholas proves that a small 
donation, given monthly, is special—and makes  
a very real impact on Philadelphia’s communities.

Funds raised through the Hope & Healing Campaign helped sustain  
our programs during the early onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and were  
a catalyst for new projects and ideas that would not have been possible  
without our valued donors’ investment. 

Master Artist 
Sponsors
Citizens Bank
Julia & David Fleischner
Hangley Aronchik Segal 

Pudlin & Schiller
Erik Hirsch &  

Margaret McAllister
Independence Blue Cross
David & Helen Pudlin
Pam & Tony Schneider

Visionary  
Artist Sponsors
Nick & Dee Adams
Katie Adams Schaeffer  

& Tony Schaeffer
Ballard Spahr, LLP
Debbie & Bill Becker
Glenmede Trust Company
Pat & Shelly Guise
McCormick Taylor, Inc.

Muse Sponsors
Blank Rome LLP
Hope Comisky & Jeffrey 

Braff & The Comisky 
Family Foundation Trust

Linda Dejure
Laura LaRosa
Margelle & Sheldon Liss
Deirdre & Patrick McAleer
Gretchen & Jay Riley
Troutman Pepper LLP

Collector 
Sponsors
Almo Corporation 
AMETEK
A.P. Construction
AT&T
Daniel J. & Helena Astolfi
Zachary & Deborah Klehr
Bruce & Bonnie-Kay Marks
Brian & Christy Pedrow
Michael Petrongolo
Marilia Rodrigues & 

KieranTimberlake 
Wells Fargo

Patron Sponsors
Anonymous
Kevin & Joselyn Basden
Marc & Amy Brownstein
Core & Main
Joe Hill
Aviman Management LLC
Athena Contracting Inc. 
Tough Turf
Roma Concrete

Friends
C.V. Beath
Dominique Bischoff-Brown
Alissa Blumenthal
Aislinn Bohren
Bruce & Carol Caswell
Catherine del Tito
Samantha Dubow
Rachel & Robert  

Blau DuPlessis
Julia Haas
Lynne & Harold Honickman
Dr. Howard &  

Mrs. Mary Hurtig
Danielle Kamis

Sam & Connie Katz
Ellyn & Seth Lehr
Margelle & Sheldon Liss
Alyson N. Owen &  

Craig M. Oliner
David Rode
Karen Shakoske
Dorris T. Spencer
Joanne Sundheim
Maria & Radclyffe 

Thompson
A. Morris Williams Jr.
Carrie Young

Left: Hope Medallions 
© 2020 City of 
Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program /  
Kala Hagopian,  
990 Spring Garden 
Street.

Right: Step Up To 
The Plate Space Pad 
Project, City Hall. 
Design by Lauren 
Cat West. Photo  
by Michael E. Reali.

HOPE & HEALING

MONTHLY SUPPORT

DONATIONS OF ANY SIZE MAKE AN IMPACT AT MURAL ARTS. 
By committing to just $10–$20 per month, members of our new Spark monthly 
giving program support impactful programming and public art projects year-
round! Be a spark and ignite change across Philadelphia’s diverse communities.
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Tony Schneider,  
Chair

Dan Astolfi,  
Vice Chair

Julia Fleischner,  
Secretary

Magda Martinez,  
Chief Operating 
Officer

Mark Colatrella,  
Treasurer

Kimberly Allen
Kevin Basden
Cindy Bass, Ex Officio
Jamie Bischoff
Marc Brownstein
Darrell Clarke,  

Ex Officio
Hope Comisky
Linda DeJure
Steven Dubow

Jane Goldblum
Joseph Goldblum
Dominique Goss
G.S. Peter Gross
Pat Guise
Joe Hill
Laura LaRosa
Kelly Lee, Ex Officio 
Margelle Liss
Bruce Marks
Deirdre McAleer
Sam Olshin
Walé Oyéjidé
Cherelle L. Parker,  

Ex Officio
Brian Pedrow
Nancy Peterson
Michael Petrongolo
David Pudlin
Rebecca Rhynhart,  

Ex Officio 
Marilia Rodrigues
Sarena Snider
Richelle Todd-Yamoah
Tariq Trotter

Danielle Hankin,  
Co-Chair

David Wilkes,  
Co-Chair

Alex Hoffmaster,  
Vice-Chair

Sylvia Purnell,  
Vice-Chair

Shaun Bockert
Brad Carney
Jason Cevera
Rachel Luber Cevera
Kelly Edwards
Alex Feldman
Max Frankel
Aaron Javsicas
Jillian Kuckuka
Hannah Marks
Kim Miller
Salimah Nooruddin
RJ Rushmore
Jawad Salah
Jane Slusser
Amber Wilczynski

Leadership

Jane Golden, 
Executive Director

Magda Martinez,  
Chief Operating 
Officer

Genny Boccardo-
Dubey, Chief 
Advancement Officer 

Mark Colatrella, 
Director of Finance

Directors 
Greg Corbin,  
Director of  
Restorative Justice

Judy Hellman,  
Director of  
Special Projects

Thora Jacobson, 
Director,  
Design Review

Nadia Malik,  
Porch Light  
Program Director

Lisa Murch,  
Director of  
Art Education

Carolyn Nagy,  
Director of 
Development

Natanel Portier, 
Director,  
Mural Arts Institute

Ellen Soloff,  
Director of Tours  
& Merchandise

Chad Eric Smith, 
Director of 
Communications & 
Brand Management

Development & 
Communications 
Dane Allison,  
Manager of 
Development 
Operations

Victoria Boyer, 
Program &  
Event Manager

Joe Ehrman-Dupre, 
Individual Giving 
Manager

Diane Feissel,  
Manager of 
Institutional Relations 

Nick Hunsicker, 
Development 
Associate

Norah Langweiler, 
Communications & 
Marketing Manager

Yashira Rivera,  
Events and Corporate 
Relations Manager

Steve Weinik,  
Staff Photographer / 
Senior Manager  
for Digital Media  
& Technology

Sanctuary City, Sanctuary 
Neighborhood © 2019 
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Betsy 
Casañas & Ian Pierce, 
Providence Center,  
5th and Huntingdon. 
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The Art Education program 
helps students across  
the city unlock their creative 
capacities, inviting them  
to take risks, share their 
experiences, and illustrate  
the world as they see it. 

ART EDUCATION

Art becomes a platform for discovery, 
launching the types of personal and 
communal experiences that can shape a 
student’s path for years to come. Working 
with children ages 10 to 18, we provide 
both in-school and after-school arts-
based programming for over 2,000 
students at 25 sites across Philadelphia 
each year, studying everything from art 
fundamentals to environmental 
stewardship through an artistic lens. 

Unique programs like Artrepreneurs 
allow students to envision and launch 
their own small businesses and micro-
enterprises featuring artistic services  
or products, while our Apprenticeship 
encourages Art Education students to 
continue on their journey, offering a paid 
opportunity to engage in mural-making, 
art education, and business development 
lessons with Mural Arts staff.

In an effort to rectify and activate around these 
issues, the Environmental Justice department 
facilitates two types of projects: first, projects that 
come directly from communities, centering their 
visions, expertise, and knowledge, and second, 
projects that directly support the environmental  
and climate justice movement. Among other 
strategies, the Environmental Justice team provides 
technical expertise for creative interventions  
to support movement building, and use public  
art as the vehicle for narrative framing. 

To imagine and practice a more just future, all 
Environmental Justice projects prioritize dismantling 
the systems that maintain these disparities and  
build relational networks, both in their goals and  
in their practice. Environmental Justice’s work  
begins in school classrooms and community 
meetings, expanding outward to become public 
artworks, including murals and billboards. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE

Environmental hazards 
disproportionately affect 
marginalized communities, 
especially communities  
of color. 

Left: Students from 
Northeast and Fels High 
Schools install their work 
with artist Symone Salib 
at 444 North 3rd Street, 
February 26, 2020.

Right: Uprooted/reRooted 
© 2019 City of Philadelphia 
Mural Arts Program /  
Eurhi Jones, Cramp 
Elementary School,  
3449 N Mascher Street.
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Space Pads designed by 
(clockwise from top left) 
Sam Spetner, Nathaniel 
Lee, Maria Tina Beddia, 
Eurhi Jones, Martha Rich, 
Lauren Cat West, Adam 
Crawford, Dora Cuenca, 
Calo Rosa, Rebecca 
Rutstein, 2020.
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Mural Arts is a thought-leader 
as well as a practitioner. 
Through decades of community 
involvement in our many 
public art projects, we have 
innovated best practices that 
we are eager to share with 
cities around the country– 
and even the world. 

The Mural Arts Institute is dedicated to advancing 
research on and development of socially-engaged 
public art practices. We bring the Mural Arts  
model to other change-oriented cities across  
the country to help build their capacity to sustain 
community-driven public art projects. We work  

with artists, arts organizations, cultural institutions, 
and municipal governments with the goal of  
igniting change through public art. In Philadelphia, 
the Climate Justice Initiative of Mural Arts’ 
Environmental Justice department is working with 
over 26 different movement builders and activated 
community members with a priority on frontline 
communities in order to move towards inclusive 
solutions to the climate crisis and shift the systems 
that perpetuate environmental injustices. 

In all our practice, Mural Arts looks at the 
disproportionate negative impact of climate  
hazards, the justice system, law enforcement,  
and other factors on marginalized communities, 
especially communities of color, and seeks  
to meaningfully engage these communities  
in the creation of meaningful public art.

Art  
    inspires 
change

Top: Expression Session 
with The Kensington 
Voice, March 6, 2020.

Bottom: Murals on  
the Move at Playstreets,  
2700 North Judson Street, 
August 18, 2020.

People
Place
Practice
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Mural Arts was founded  
on the concept of sharing  
and amplifying the  
creative, dynamic voices  
of Philadelphians. 

The Mural Arts Institute  
is dedicated to advancing 
research on and 
development of socially-
engaged public art 
practices.
Established in 2017, Mural Arts Institute’s approach is centered 
around connection: building networks, developing partnerships, 
and convening artists, community and partners to collaborate 
around participatory public art practices.

Our work is in service to a larger movement that values equity, 
fairness and progress across all of society. We bring the  
Mural Arts model to other change-oriented cities across the 
country to help build their capacity to sustain community-driven 
public art projects. We work with artists, arts organizations, 
cultural institutions, municipal governments and more with  
the goal of igniting change with public art.

As our work has grown, so too have the ways  
in which we achieve our mission. Our Public 
Art and Civic Engagement projects create a  
visual autobiography of our city and a map for  
our future through creativity, innovation, and  
the inclusion of many partners across the city. 

Within this program area, we create artworks  
that are responsive to community histories and 
current needs; connect artists who are interested  
in the social practice aspect of our work with 
neighborhoods that are ready for introspection  
and action; preserve our collection of iconic  
murals for future generations; and build bridges 
between past projects and future innovations,  
with a continued focus on telling the incredible 
stories of our city through profound public art.

MURAL ARTS INSTITUTE

PUBLIC ART &  
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Top, left: Executive 
Director Jane Golden  
at Site/Sound muraLAB 
event with Lucas Cowan, 
Melissa Kim, Miranda 
Kyle, October 11, 2019. 
Photo by Allison Gates.

Bottom, left: Art of 
Sustainability Symposium, 
Day 2, September 7, 2019. 
Photo by Allison Gates.

Right: History of 
Philadelphia Fire 
Department © 2019  
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Eric 
Okdeh, 323 Arch Street.
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Assets 2020 2019
Cash & Cash Equivalents  5,963,515   5,132,340 

Grants, Program & Contribution Receivables  6,818,320 6,904,985  

Inventory  78,406  124,713  

Prepaid Expenses  54,123   129,199  

Other Assets  30,697   37,266 

Property & Equipment, Net  773,899    854,641 

Intangibles, Net 170,073   193,774 

Total Assets  $13,889,033   $13,376,918 

Liabilities and Net Assets  
Liabilities:  
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses  756,574   714,578  

Accrued Payroll & Related Liabilities   366,975   271,590  

Refundable Advances  682,743   73,906

Total Liabilities  $1,806,292   $1,060,074  

Net Assets:  
Undesignated  2,262,920   2,946,768 

Temporarily Restricted   9,819,821   9,370,076  

Total Net Assets   $12,082,741   $12,316,844 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets   $13,889,033   $13,376,918 

Revenue & Support 2020 2019
Institutional Support   5,502,672   7,001,608  

Contracted Services:  

– Government  4,755,493   5,468,546  

– Other  598,170   1,580,835  

Contributions - Individuals  477,595   538,224  

Tour Income   200,499   274,887  

Other Income  26,469   38,921 

Total Revenue & Support   $11,560,898   $14,903,021 

Expenses  
Programs   9,462,397   8,626,039 

Support Services  2,332,604   2,373,351 

Total Expenses  $11,795,001   $10,999,390  

Change in Net Assets      (234,103)  3,903,631 

Net Assets Beginning of Year   12,316,844   8,413,213 

Net Assets End of Year  $12,082,741   $12,316,844 

STATEMENTS OF 
ACTIVITIES AND 
CHANGES IN NET 
ASSETS

STATEMENTS  
OF FINANCIAL 
POSITION

Top & Bottom: History  
In The Present Moment  
(I AM), Procession, Portals  
of Progress & Play © 2020 
City of Philadelphia Mural 
Arts Program / Patrick 
Dougher & Josh Sarantitis, 
1000 block of Norris Streets.

29Annual Report FY2020 Mural Arts Philadelphia28



 muralartsphiladelphia
  @muralarts
 phillymuralarts

#muralarts
muralarts.org

Your support makes this work possible!
Ignite change and make your gift today.
muralarts.org/donate / 215.685.0759

Through participatory public art,  
Mural Arts Philadelphia inspires 
change in people, place, and practice, 
creating opportunity for a more just  
and equitable Philadelphia.

OUR MISSION

We value the essential 
humanity, dignity, and 
potential of all people.

We respect the knowledge  
and experience of all 
individuals and embrace 
diversity, equity,  
and inclusion.

We are committed to inquiry-
based learning, respectful 
communication, and mindful 
collaboration. 

We believe in the 
transformative power  
of creativity. 

OUR VALUES

Mural Arts Philadelphia 
envisions a world where  
all people have a say in  
the future of their lives and 
communities; where art  
and creative practice are 
respected as critical to sense 
of self and place; and where 
cultural vibrancy reflects and 
honors all human identities 
and experiences.

OUR VISION

Photos by Steve Weinik 
unless stated otherwise.


