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Mural Arts
Philadelphia




Our Annual Report is one

of my favorite publications
because it showcases the
transformative power of our
work. Through participatory
public art, we not only
beautify neighborhoods but
also demonstrate our deep
commitment to artists and
equitable access to the arts
across Philadelphia.

As actor Ossie Davis once said, “Any form of art is a
form of power; it has impact, it can affect change—
it can not only move us, it makes us move.” At Mural
Arts, we believe art is a powerful force for good. In a
rapidly changing world, we remain grounded in our
mission, driven by a moral imperative to create
meaningful change through art.

Central to that mission is our support for local artists.
Each year, we employ over 250 artists, providing jobs,
training, and resources to help them grow their practices
and amplify their voices.

A shining example is our Philadelphia Fellowship for
Black Artists, now in its fifth year. This program has
supported 85 Black artists across mediums with financial
support, mentorship, and visibility—fueling creativity,
collaboration, and social impact.

Jibaros © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Calo Rosa,
5th and Cambria Streets.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

We’ve also developed smaller-scale projects to expand
access and diversify our artist network. Programs like
Front Street Walls, Small Walls, the Philadelphia Flower
Show, and Afromation Avenue create new entry points
for emerging talents. From curated affirmation street
signs to vibrant murals in public spaces, these initiatives
uplift voices and reflect the soul of our city.

And the artists we support are sometimes self-taught

or have just an inkling that they like art. There is hidden
talent everywhere. For example, take our Color Me Back
program, an inspiring initiative that is part of our Porch
Light program.

This same-day work and pay program blends
art-making with access to social services, providing
individuals facing economic hardship with income,
resources, and a sense of purpose. In partnership

with the City of Philadelphia, with support from the
Scattergood Foundation, SEPTA, the Sheller Family
Foundation, and Mental Health Partnerships, Color Me
Back has created 15 murals, with four more in progress.
Participants are scheduled for four consecutive
3.5-hour shifts, are paid $50 cash, and have the
opportunity to connect, contribute, and engage with
outreach specialists who can link them with support
services — including social and/or behavioral health
services and potential opportunities for longer-term
employment — while working in the program.

Hope Lives Here by
Arshayla Robinson.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

A standout piece is Hope Lives Here by Arshayla
Robinson, painted with community members in
Kensington, located at the Esperanza Health Center
parking garage (860-898 E. Westmoreland St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19134). The project exemplifies

the healing, empowerment, and connection made
possible through the power of art.

Thanks to your unwavering support, we’ve achieved
tremendous impact. As we look ahead, we invite you
to deepen your engagement with Mural Arts.

Your continued partnership fuels innovation,
community building, and creative expression,
ensuring that Philadelphia remains a place where art
inspires and uplifts all. Your support allows artists,
from all walks of life, to find themselves in a position
to positively impact the civic life of our city.

Warmly,

5&

Jane Golden
Founder and Executive Director
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Swim Philly: Christy
Recreation Center

© 2023 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /
Gabe Tiberino, Christy
Recreation Center, 56th &
Christian Streets. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

Peaceful Thicket © 2023

City of Philadelphia Mural
Arts Program / Dom Lyner,
aka Llyn.el, Jardel Recreation
Center, 1400 Cottman
Avenue. Photo by

Steve Weinik.
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AOLOR ME BACK

Over the past five years,
Mural Arts’ Porch Light
program has been
running the highly
impactful same-day
work and pay program,
Color Me Back.

This innovative program was designed in
partnership with the Scattergood Foundation, : ; ==
SEPTA, the Sheller Family Foundation, and Mental - ./ iy
Health Partnerships. Color Me Back participants A > ; A f
have the opportunity to connect and contribute, - w
while also engaging with outreach specialists who
can link them to support resources like behavioral
health services and longer-term employment . - S
opportunities. Color Me Back is managed by - ; ; & |
Mural Arts’ Porch Light community wellness g
program, a collaboration with the City of
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Philadelphia’s Department of Behavioral Health A

and Intellectual disAbility Services. Kz/ T

Color Me Back held a special exhibition, curated by Jf"’ x‘// F }'. . '\
k y A

the program’s artist, Cory Kram. The exhibition
featured prints of each mural completed by

Color Me Back since 2019 from both our Suburban
Station and Kensington sites, along with samples of
work from the small projects we’ve done over the
years. This exhibition was hosted by Color Me Back
participants, who were on-site to discuss their
work in the program. The exhibition ran in July

o -

2023 at the Color Me Back Suburban Station
Studio, underground at 16th St. & JFK Blvd.

“The Color Me Back program gives
me an outlet for healing and self
expression that has been bringing
me back to life after years of
feeling like I could never be myself
and life was not worth living.
Through this program, I started to
envision my future as an artist
and actually find joy in learning,
thinking about building my body
of work, networking and sharing
my story. Not enough can be said
about this program, the people
who run it and the effects it has
had on my own personal wellness
and growth, as well as the wellness
for countless other participants.”

Larissa (Reese) Juelg, Color Me Back program
participant
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Artist Katie Brown installing
crochet work at the Garden
Mural, Stop the Risk site

on Kensington Avenue,
August 2, 2023. Photo by
Steve Weinik.



Beautify
Inspire
Empower

Top: Color Me Back
anniversary exhibition and
event at Suburban Station.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

Right: Color Me Back team
works on a mural design by
artist Arshayla Robinson,
June 27, 2024. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

The Garden Wall series, developed by artist Mat
Tomezsko, is an ongoing mural project that is
collaborative in both design and implementation.
Color Me Back participants are invited to contribute
to an artwork that is greater than the sum of its parts.
Each composition is made up of a multiplicity of colorful
flowers, grasses, and plants designed and painted by
individual collaborators. Everyone is encouraged to
create according to their own skills and interests

and leave their unique mark on the mural. Just as
each seedling grows into a unique representation

of a particular plant based on its environment,
circumstances, and chance, each painting represents
the unique talents, vision, and expression of the
person who paints it.

While the system and method remains the same,

the content of each mural in the series is unique and
ever-changing. As participants learn the process,

they are invited to contribute to the imagery, adding to
the templates that are used for each composition.
Each mural is also shaped by the site and needs of

the community.

Funding for Color Me Back was provided by the City of
Philadelphia, the City of Philadelphia Department of
Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility Services,
Erik Hirsch & Margaret McAllister, Sheller Family
Foundation, Pennsylvania Department of Community
and Economic Development, Berkowitz Family
Foundation, Notely Ventures, The Barra Foundation,
Mental Health Partnerships, Skillshare, Mural Arts
Philadelphia Advisory Council, Anonymous.

Bottom: Garden Wall: Tessera
dedication, May 20, 2024.
Photo by Steve Weinik.
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Once Upon a Time in

South Philly © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Manuela Guillen,
1501 South 8th Street.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

Once Upon a Time in
Germantown © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Khalid Dennis &
Keisha Whatley, Germantown
Arthaus, 6228 Germantown
Avenue. Photo by

Steve Weinik.

Once Upon a Time in Fairhill
© 2023 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /
De’von Downes, Julia de
Burgos Elementary School,
400 West Lehigh Avenue.
Photo by Steve Weinik.



Literacy Loop © 2023 Ci i q
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Jason Killinger.

and Jenna Robb,

Farrell Elementary School,
8300 Castor Avenue

<

Thank you to our donors for
their generous support.
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INDIVIDUALS

$100,000+

Leslie A Fleischner

LEGACY SOCIETY
$25,000+

Julia and David Fleischner
The Estate of Eithne M Ross

$10,000-$24,999

William and Debbie Becker
Anna and Michael Boni

Julian A and Lois G Brodsky
GS Peter and Janie Gross
Margaret Harris and Phil Straus
Amanda Kaiserman

Henry S McNeil, Jr.

David and Helen udlin
Raymond F Reed

GOLDEN CIRCLE
$5,000-$9,999

Dee & Nick Adams

Maribeth and Bob Becker
Solomon and Sylvia Bronstein
Ellen and Ron Caplan

Rebecca Craik and Mark Haskins

Jane C Davis

Linda DeJure

Karyn DiMattia

Steven and Susan Dubow

Michael Forman and Jennifer Rice

William Hankowsky

Mary and Howard Hurtig
Harold and Peggy Katz
Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler
Laura LaRosa

Margot and James Lebovitz
Margelle and Sheldon Liss
Steven Marcus

Laura and Marc McKenna
Gretchen and Jay Riley
Caroline B Rogers

Katie Adams Schaeffer and
Tony Schaeffer

The Estate of Howard Spodek

Laura and Richard Vague

Judy and Ken Weinstein

Anna and Jamie Whitesell

Jennifer Porges and Joseph
Manko, Jr.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Innovators
$2,500-%$4,999

Ellen Baxter and Robert Kavash
Carolyn Bedrosian Nagy and
Alexander Nagy
Shaun Bockert
Duckworth Family Charitable Fund
Joseph Hill
Joseph M Manko
Deirdre McAleer
Joanna McNeil Lewis
Leslie Miller and Richard Worley
Joan Reilly and Michael DiBerardinis
Joseph Rosato
Katherine Sachs
Susan E Sherman
Joan and Bernard Spain Foundation
Amy Fox and Daniel Wheeler
Ana-Maria V Zaugg and
David W Anstice

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Leaders
$1,000-$2,499

Kenneth Anderson
Elizabeth Asplundh
Daniel and Helena Astolfi
Nicholas Baldick
Jeanne and Donald Bedrosian
Cari Feller Bender and Rodd Bender
Amber Bird
Rachel Blau DuPlessis and
Robert S DuPlessis

Jill F Bonovitz
Lawrence and Gina Brent
Todd Bressi
Crystal Brewe
Peter Brock
Sandra Brown
Beverly Budin
Elaine W Camarda and

A Morris Williams, Jr.
David Cohen and Ellen Goodman
Virginia Dean
Chris Deephouse and Donna Hunt
Mark and Tobey Dichter
Johnnie Durham
Carol S Eicher
Craig Elkind and Christine Lai
Joy and Marc Finkel
Peter Finnerty
Jill and Mark Fishman
Howard Gillette, Jr.
Andy and Marji Goodman
Dominique Goss
H Graham and Susan McDonald
Susan and John Hansen-Flaschen
Terry and Ann Marie Homer
Osagie and Losenge Imasogie
Hilary and Zachary Jefferson
Ken Kesslin
Mark Kreider
Nadia R Kunz
Joanna Lack and Brendan Lowe
Rick and Theresa Landell
Ann Lesch
Priscilla Leslie
Kathryn Levering
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
Francie Middleton and Michael Fields
Page Morahan
Sam Olshin
Alyson Owen and Craig Oliner
Christina Perrone
Jamie Petenko
Rebecca Rhynhart
Pete and Karen Schoettler
Priscilla Seibert McDougal
Doris Spencer
Sandra Spitzer McKelvey
Rev. Will Wauters
Ellen Weirssman

Opposite bottom: Limitless
© 2023 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /

Tim McFarlane, George
Washington High School,
10175 Bustleton Avenue.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

Jami Wintz McKeon, Esq.
Christina Wong

Cherie L Wright

Edward and Barbara Zinbarg

Catalysts
$500-$999

Phyllis Barsky
Kevin and Joselyn Basden
Carol and Jim Beers
Sue Bentson
Jeffrey Boyle
Lois G Brodsky
Caroline Buck Rogers
David Bushnell and Kimberly Pelkey
Robert Byers
Jennifer Chateau
Steven D Cohen and Elsie Stern
Hope Comisky
Cook-Spitz Charitable Trust
Philip L Coyne
Catherine del Tito
Elise Drake
Barbara Eberlein and Jerry Wind
Erika Joy Erb
Paul Farber
John Ferguson
Jenna and Ethan Flint
Diane Fuchs and Ronald Simon
Joan and William Goldstein
Diana and Robert Harding
Nancy Harris
Robert L Heriza
Dolores Hillas
Alexander Hoffmaster
Toria Holmes
Gail Howard and Michael Seidman
Dr. Jeffrey Jaeger and
Dr. Nadja Peter
Jeffrey Jaeger
Nancy and Shahir Kassam-Adams
Joy and Bennett Keiser
Susan Kelleher
Carol Klein
Tracy Kroop
Jillian Kukucka

Kenneth Kulak and Katherine Hovde
Robert G Locke and
Sarah S Thorne-Locke
Martha Lubell
Roberto Lugo
Christopher McBryan
Jean McCray
William McGinley
Marjorie Moss-Coane
Amy Myers and Andrew Stocking
Daniel Promislo
Sylvia Purnell-Muldrow
Paul Rabe and Cheryl Gunter
Pamela Rainey Lawler
Courtney Robinson
Melanie Romay
Amanda Roper
Oshunbunmi Samuel
Zack Scott and Carly Hall
Rebecca Segall
Gregory Seitter
Stefanie Seldin
Mr. and Mrs. Jamel Shabazz
Joseph J Shapiro
Sabina Singh
Rachel Smith
Jon Smollen and Leah Kaplan
Babette Snyder
Diana Steckel
Joanne Sundheim
Lauri Sussman Siegel and
Alex Siegel
Richelle Todd-Yamoah
Katie Wehr
John Wind
Linda Witt and James Marsh
Melody Wolske
Rachel Zimmerman

Supporters
$250-$499

Jeffrey Abramowitz
Estelle Acquah
Barbara Adams

C Gloria Akers
Allison Family Fund
Jane Allsopp
Anonymous

Robert Auritt

Karen Bell

Drew Bergman
Ashley Biden

Jamie Bischoff
Edward and Alissa Blumenthal
Alyse and Jim Bodine
Robert and Jean Boell

Caitlin Butler

Deanna Byrne

Melissa Caust-Ellenbogen
Chas and Susie Chas
Janet Cherry

Marie Chevrier

Ronnie Cimprich
Barbara M Clothier
Mary Elizabeth Cloues
Michael Coleman

Rona Comroe

Jim and Joan Conmy
Anne Cook and Russ Troyer
Michele Cooper

Cathi Cozen

Beth and John Delaney
April Denny

Nina Diefenbach

Paul Dien

Dodson Dietrich
Lindsey DiGangi

Jay Epstein

Jennifer Feden

Nancy Finn

Nedra Fischer

Joshua Ford

Deirdre Francis

Gregg Fromwell

Jessie Gabor

Kathleen Gallagher
Janice Gault

Neil and Susan Gilmour
Ron and Cheryl Gimbel
Lawrence Gladstone
Jane Golden and Tony Heriza
Greg Goldman

Arthur and Judy Goodkind
Julia Haas

Latasha Harling
Withold Henisz

Melissa Hensinger
Patricia Higgins

Su Lin Hingley

Steve and Jennifer Horton
Elizabeth Johnson
Amy Johnston

Haile Johnston

Sara Keane

Alyna Khan

Holly Kinser

Ruth and Peter Laibson
Robert E Lamb, Jr.
Ronald Levine

Richard and Dale Levy
Amanda Lieber

Nile Livingston

Jacob Lokoff

Bettina Lowe

Richard and Joyce Malamut
Alan Mallach

Brett Mapp

Bruce Matez

Carol McCullough

Jenny Meagher

Cynthia Micka

Monique Moore Pryor
Jenaye M Munford
Gabriel and Wendy Nagy
Edward Nathan

Dr. Vanessa Northington Gamble

Marissa Parker
Joseph and Tamara Paulits
Susan Peck
Kayci Petenko
Michael Petrongolo
Rosalind Pichardo Kent
Larry Platt
Tom and Josephine Rees
Gloria Reisman
Gates Rhodes and

Gail Jurikson-Rhodes
Michael Rieder
Marilia and Livia Rodrigues
Victoria Rollins
Harry Roth and Lisa Heller
Sue and Bud Rubel
Pat and Scott Sanders
Craig Schmitt
Brittney Scurry
Andrea Seltzer

Scott Shubert

Danny Simmons

Glenn Skyes

Eve Slap

Matt Snyder

Julie Spahr

Ryan Spak

Donald and Jayne Spector
Andrew Stober

Gaynor Strickler

Andrea Swan

Janice Sykes-Ross

Baruch Ticho

Kevin Tinsley

Prashant Varma

Elizabeth Walmsley

Daniel Ware

Jane T Warren

Ted and Marcia Wasserman
George and Carol Weinbaum
Eileen and Jon Weiswasser
Jessica Welsh

Julie Wertheimer

Judy Wicks

Bill and Jody Widing
Jeanne Willia

Jazlyne Wooden

Richard and Diane Woosnam
Kristin Yorke

Felecia Young

Benjamin Zuckerman
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ORGANIZATIONS

$100,000+

Andrew W Mellon Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies

The Horace W Goldsmith Foundation
Independence Foundation

PTS Foundation

Sheller Family Foundation

TD Bank

William Penn Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

American Broadcasting
Companies, Inc.
Comcast NBC Universal
Hummingbird Foundation
Performance Flooring Systems
Philadelphia Eagles
Susquehanna Foundation
Urban Outfitters

$25,000-$49,999

200 Spring Garden Street Associates

Bank of America

Berkowitz Family Foundation

Glenmede Trust Company

Greenwood Gaming and
Entertainment, Inc.

Independence Blue Cross

Live Nation Urban

The McLean Contributionship

Parx Casino

Philadelphia 250

Philadelphia 76ers

The Philadelphia Phillies

The Snider Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Wyncote Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

ACE Property and Casualty
Insurance Company

Ballard Spahr

Blank Rome

COFCO Group

Culture and Community Power Fund

Davis Charitable Foundation

Lincoln Financial Foundation

M&T Bank

Origlio Beverage

Parkway Corporation

Philadelphia Foundation

Robert Saligman Charitable
Foundation

SEl Investments

Vert Charitable Trust

$5,000-$9,999
AP Construction, Inc.
Arts & Crafts Holdings
Berger Family Foundation
Colligas Family Markets / ShopRite
The Comisky Family Foundation Trust
Cozen O'Connor
Danella Companies, Inc.
ECBM
Educational Opportunities
The Fresh Grocer
Hangley Aronchick Segal
Pudlin & Schiller
Hankin Management Company
International Materials
Jeff & Jenifer Westphal Foundation
JKG Florida Business, Corp.
Johnson & Johnson
Joseph & Gene Swedish
Family Foundation
The Kaiserman Family Fund
Malfer Foundation
Manursing Fund
NextFab
The Paul and Emily Singer
Family Foundation
Penn Medicine

Philadelphia Fraternal Order of Police

Segall Family Foundation

The Suzanne Roberts Cultural
Development Fund

The Wennell Giving Fund

$2,500-$4,999

Archer and Greiner

Auto Lenders

The Ball Family Foundation
Communications Test Design, Inc.
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
East Bay Merchant Partners
HOLT Logistics, Corp.
KieranTimberlake

The Lindy Family

McGough Family Fund

National Real Estate Development
Penn Engineering

Reach Climbing and Fitness

Roe Fabricators

The Schwab Family

$1,000-$2,499

AE Kelly Group

Athena Contracting, Inc.

Elk Street Management

Gessler Construction, Co.

Graham Partners, Inc.

Keystone Property Group

KRN Mosaic Charitable Foundation

Levine Family Foundation

Stantec Developing Professionals
Group

Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young

The Bohnet Charitable Fund

The Harmon Family Foundation

The Tega Fund

The Warden-Feldman Family

Tuttleman Foundation

Vanguard Charitable
Endowment Program

$250+

Bloch Family Foundation
Brownstein Group
The Buck Family Fund
Dungeons n Drafts
Frederick J Rosenau Foundation
Health Effects Institute
Hewlett Packard
Enterprise Foundation
The Horowitz Family Foundation
Jain Family Charitable Fund
James & Pamela Gertie Family Fund
JP Mascaro & Sons
Marta and Robert Adelson
Family Foundation
Montgomery Family Charitable Fund
S&P Global
TE Connectivity
Tess Memorial Fund
Viking Yacht, Co.

Courage to Learn Gives
Wings to Fly © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / David McShane,
Henry W. Lawton Elementary
School, 6101 Jackson Street.
Photo by Steve Weinik.
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CITY AND PARTNERS

Partners listed below include those that provided financial resources
over $250 to Mural Arts Philadelphia in FY24. We collaborate in myriad
ways with fantastic partners each year, and are grateful to all of them for

their support.

African American Museum in
Philadelphia
American Society of Civil Engineers
Bellevue Strategies
Bureau of Justice Assistance
Camden Community Partnership
Catering By Design
Center City District
The City of Philadelphia
The City of Philadelphia,
Department of Commerce
The City of Philadelphia,
Department of Parks & Recreation
The City of Philadelphia,
Housing Authority
The City of Philadelphia,
Office of Human Resources

The City of Philadelphia, Water
Department

Dare to Imagine Church

First Person Arts

Forman Arts Initiative

The Forman Family Foundation

FringeArts

Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance

Haverford College

Impact Services

JEVS Human Services

Manayunk Development Corporation

National Endowment for the Arts

The Office of PA State Representative
Anthony A Bellmon

Parkway Council Foundation

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts

Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic
Development

Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency

Pew Charitable Trusts

Philadelphia Convention and Visitors
Bureau

Philadelphia Funder Collaborative for
the Semiquincentennial

Philadelphia Zoo

Prevention Point Philadelphia

Public Health Management
Corporation

Regional Center for Women in the
Arts

School District of Philadelphia

SEPTA

Bouquet of Gratitude

© 2024 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /
Serena Saunders,

Finley Recreation Center,
7701 Mansfield Avenue.
Photo by Steve Weinik.

Special Needs Advocacy, Inc.
Springboard for the Arts
Studio Institue
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration
Thomas Jefferson University
University of Pennsylvania
Vetri Community Partnership
Visit Philadelphia
The Voter Project Fund
Worth Rises

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Julia Fleischner
Chair

Dan Astolfi
Vice Chair

Don Veon
Treasurer

Kimberly J. Allen
Kevin Basden
Marc Brownstein
Hope Comisky

Karyn DiMattia
Linda Dedure
Steven Dubow
Jane Goldblum
Joe Goldblum
Dominique Goss
G.S. Peter Gross
Danielle Hankin
Joseph Hill
Laura LaRosa
Margelle Liss
Bruce Marks

Deirdre McAleer
Scott McGough
Jenaye Munford
Sam Olshin

Brian D. Pedrow
Michael Petrongolo
Jennifer Porges
David Pudlin
Marilia Rodrigues
Tony Schneider
Daniel Simmons
Sarena Snider

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Kayci Petenko
Co-Chair

Shaun Bockert
Co-Chair
Jillian Kukucka
Vice Chair

Eliza Walmsley
Vice Chair

Richelle Todd-Yamoah
Tariq Trotter

Chandra Williams
Christina Wong

Cindy Bass, Ex Officio
Darrell Clarke, Ex Officio
Kelly Lee, Ex Officio
Isaiah Thomas, Ex Officio

Erika Joy Erb

Toria Holmes

Sara Keane

Sylvia Purnell-Muldrow
Amanda Roper
Michael “RJ” Rushmore
Brittney Scurry

Laura Singer Walters
Lindsay Bedford

Rachel Dooley

Andrea D. Swan

Keith Lewis

Landon K. Roberts
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“When you’re selected for the fellowship, it gives you a
place of community and it allows you to be recognized
monetarily for the work that you contribute to the city as
an artist. Mural Arts is almost like the defacto art people of
the city, providing this opportunity for us that we wouldn’t
get otherwise.”

Steven CW Taylor (aka The Time Thief), 2023 Black Artists Fellow and Founder/
Owner of Ubuntu Fine Art

‘L I .
L]

Philadelphia Fellowship
lack Artists —
nual Exhibition Opening
ception, Ubuntu Gallery,
February 2, 2024. Photo by
Gavin Wilson.

AE FELLOWSHIP FOR

BLACK ARTISTS

The Fellowship for
Black Artists stands

as a cornerstone
initiative at Mural Arts,
directly reflecting

our core mission.

This pivotal program commits to empowering
Black artists across all mediums in Philadelphia,
offering them financial support, mentorship,
and a platform to amplify their vital voices.

The Fellowship has supported 85 artists over
the last five years.

Over the course of seven months, our Fellows
immerse themselves in an enriching public art
curriculum. This includes workshops on project
planning, community engagement, design, and
installation, equipping them with the tools to leave
a lasting impact. Moreover, the Fellowship fosters
collaboration among community members and
fellow artists, creating a vibrant ecosystem of
creative exchange. Supporting emerging artists

is essential to the lifeblood of art itself.

P2Ad L40d3d TVNNNY / VIHdT3AV1IHd SLiV TViINnIN
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Beautify
Inspire
Empower

The Philadelphia Fellowship for Black Artists was
designed in 2020 to fund, foster, and elevate the
important work of emerging Black artists residing in
Philadelphia. The goal of the fellowship is to build a
long-term community and creative connections among
Fellows by fostering a spirit of practical, complementary
teamwork. Mural Arts facilitates skill-building by
providing equitable exposure to public and private art
projects. Furthermore, the fellowship looks to strengthen
their connections not only to each other, but to the
greater community, culminating in the presentation of
their work/practice through a curated group show.

In February 2024, Mural Arts celebrated the work of

our 4th-year cohorts with The Philadelphia Fellowship
for Black Artists - Annual Exhibition at Ubuntu Gallery.
This exhibition displayed 35 works presented by

15 different artists. Participating artists included
Dejeonge Reese, Shawn Alleyne, Tamia Alston Ward,
German Alaya-Vazquez, Marian Bailey, Jordan Payne,
Darryl Smith, Shakira Hunt, Kendra Dandy, Steven Taylor,
Odochi Akwani, Jillian M. Rock, Akira Gordon,

Shanina Dionna, Brandon Lynea.

In April 2024, Mural Arts welcomed its 5th cohort of
the Philadelphia Fellowship for Black Artists, a program
made possible by TD Bank. The evening announced the
new cohort of 15 artists and featured past work by
alumni artists from previous cohorts giving attendees

a deeper appreciation of the Fellowship. Mural Arts
Executive Director Jane Golden and TD Bank Market
President Geoff Brandon welcomed the artists to

the Mural Arts family. The new cohort includes:
Brittany Anne Baum, Elijah Crawford, Terrell Halsey,
Duwenavue Johnson, Keshawna Logan, Lusmerlin
Lantigua, Kyle Mello Dixon, Alexsi Morales,

Kara Mshinda, Michele Pierson, Susan Ragland,

Qiaira Riley, Ronald Washington, Shahv Williams

and Nasir Young.

Statistics

artists have joined the
Fellowship to date

The Philadelphia Fellowship
for Black Artists —

Annual Exhibition Opening
Reception, Ubuntu Gallery,
February 2, 2024. Photo by
Gavin Wilson.

stipends in unrestricted funding to
fellowship artists

P2Ad L40d3d TVNNNY / VIHdT3AV1IHd SLiV TViININ
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ATISTS OPPORTUNITIES:

FRONT STREET WALLS, SMALL WALLS &
AFROMATION AVENUE

Mural Arts seeks to
amplify emerging and
underrepresented
artists throughout the
city of Philadelphia.

Three project areas that helped to increase artists
opportunities, specifically for those who may

be in the beginning stages of their artistic journey,
include Front Street Walls, Small Walls, and
Afromation Avenue.

Front Street Walls in Fishtown has been an arts
and culture staple for the City of Philadelphia
since 2016. Each year, the Front Street Walls,
located on Front Street between Oxford Street

and Columbia Avenue, get a refresh, allowing new
art to inspire our community and giving new artists
the opportunity to use the city as their canvas.
This series introduced several new Philly-based
mural artists to the public, including
UNAPXLXGETIQ, Emily White, EL TORO,

and Iris Barbee Pendergrass. Mural Arts celebrated
these four new murals with a dedication in July of

2023. Front Walls Street is a partnership with
Streets Dept Walls and CookNSolo’s Lilah Events
and Goldie Falafel, led by Mural Arts curator
Conrad Benner.

Home is Where We Are
© 2024 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Yuliya
Semenova, 518 South
7th Street. Photo by
Steve Weinik.
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Over the last number of years, my central work at Mural Arts has been to
build more opportunities for new artists to work with the organization and
learn the skills needed to push their creative talents to new heights.

Front Street Walls, The Flower Show, To The Polls, Wawa Welcome America,

Afromation Avenue, Best Philly, and various other “Small Walls” projects
create much needed space and opportunity for Philadelphia’s working
artists, while offering residents and visitors alike new worlds of
imagination in which to delight.”

Conrad Benner, Project Manager, Mural Arts Philadelphia
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Empower

Top: Listening to Hear
© 2024 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Jaq Masters,
1530 East Montgomery
Avenue. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

Above: Front Street
Walls, © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Emily White,
El Toro, Iris Barbee
Pendergrass, 1601 North
Front Street. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

Right: Endless Unfoldment
© 2024 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Ibi Padron
Venegas, 1401 N American
St. Photo by Steve Weinik.

Over 320 local artists applied to be a part of this project
and these four artists were selected to meet specific
curatorial goals.

Small Walls is intended for artists in search of an
opportunity to prove themselves as capable muralists.

It centers its efforts on the values of: creative expression,
low-barrier access, talent acknowledgement, and artist
support. Small Walls serves as an incubator and an
introductory platform for artists interested in collaborating
with Mural Arts, as well as a platform that welcomes graffiti
artists/projects without the need to modify an artists’ own
aesthetic. The murals are meant to be on display for a year,
with the intention to rotate to another artist to provide
additional opportunities. For this first iteration, three artists
who have worked with Mural Arts in the past couple of
years as artist assistants were selected. Featured artists
included Jaq “Jingle” Masters, Ibi Padrén Venegas,

and Yuliya Semenova. These three Small Walls were
celebrated during an artist talk held at Paradigm Gallery +
Studio in May 2024. The artists spoke about their
experiences with the production of their murals and ?230\'
their dreams going forward. - Pr= i
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Left and below: Afromation
Avenue © 2023 City of
Philadelphia Mural Arts
Program / Kita Rich.

Photo by Steve Weinik.

Afromation Avenue is a collection of curated positive affirmation street signs
personalized by predominantly Black/African American communities throughout

the city of Philadelphia. The project aims to create spaces for reflective thought and
conversation while honoring the cultural identity of each community. Street signs are
used to guide and regulate the traffic flow of people; they assist in helping others get
from one familiar place to another. Afromation Avenue lends itself as a social-emotional
guide in hopes of cultivating spaces where community members feel encouraged,
valued, and respected. Afromation Avenue also supports the city’s “Read By 4th” early
literacy movement, the School District of Philadelphia’s social-emotional learning focus,
and furthers the city’s beautification initiatives. It also hopes to drive tourism to less
visited areas to continue strengthening communities struggling economically.

POORIETO
YOORSELF
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NO SLAVERY. NO
EXCEPTIONS. © 2024
City of Philadelphia

STATEMENTS Mural Arts Program /

OF FINANGIAL

POSITION in Philadelphia, 7th & Arch

Streets. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

Assets 2024 2023
Cash & Cash Equivalents 6,626,014 8,913,881
Grants, Program & Contribution Receivables 5,707,784 5,981,949
Inventory 196,108 153,757
Prepaid Expenses 57,370 67,758
Other Assets 0 2,469
Property & Equipment, Net 450,493 494,395
Intangibles, Net 75,722 99,338
Total Assets $13,231,654 $15,793,914
Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses 564,514 804,896
Accrued Payroll & Related Liabilities 98,288 350,198
Operating Lease Liabilities 137,620 91,064
Refundable Advances 207,273 107,948
Total Liabilities $1,007,695 $1,354,106
Net Assets
Without Donor Restrictions 2,066,849 2,454 118
With Donor Restrictions 10,157,110 11,985,690
Total Net Assets $12,223,959 $14,439,808

Total Liabilities & Net Assets

$13,231,654

$15,793,914

STATEMENTS OF
ACTIVITIES AND
CHANGES IN NET
ASSETS

Revenue & Support

2024

2023

Foundations and Corporate grants 3,504,352 7,390,669
Contracted Services:

— Government and other grants 8,535,279 6,340,015
Contributions - Individuals 1,423,221 3,288,873
- In-kind contributions 794,574 1,147,863
Tour Income 228,933 198,219
Interest Income 209,762 0
Other Income 248,913 78,292
Total Revenue & Support $14,945,034 $18,443,931
Expenses

Programs 14,688,286 13,142,047
Management and general 1,682,111 1,159,760
Fundraising 790,486 884,761
Total Expenses $17,160,883 $15,186,568
Change in Net Assets $2,215,849 $3,257,363
Net Assets Beginning of Year $14,439,808 $11,521,525
Net Assets End of Year $12,223,959 $14,439,808
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Ellen Soloff
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Lisa Turner
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Joseph lacona
Director of the
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Communications

Adrian Adams
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Relations

Jessica De Palma
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AJR MISSION

Through participatory public art,
Mural Arts Philadelphia inspires
change in people, places, and practices,
creating opportunities for a more just
and equitable Philadelphia.

Cover: Finally on 13th

© 2023 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /

Nilé Livingston, 306 South
13th Street. Photo by

Steve Weinik.

Right: Tribute to Rasual Butler
© 2024 City of Philadelphia
Mural Arts Program /
Taqiy Muhammad & Calo
Rosa, Chew Recreation
Center, 1800 Washington

Avenue. Photo by
Steve Weinik.

Mural Arts
Philadelphia

A PROGRAM OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA

#muralarts f muralartsphiladelphia
muralarts.org W @muralarts
o phillymuralarts

Your support makes this work possible!
Ignite change and make your gift today.
muralarts.org/donate | 215.685.0759




